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Sermon of the Week:

The Word that Bears Thirty, Sixty, and a Hundredfold

Passage: Matthew 12:46 — 13:9 (ESV)
Date: September 7, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The only master of the universe is God
alone. However, the moment man ate the
fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, the
entity called “I”,which is the embodiment of
Satan, came into being and rose to a
position of trying to become like God. The
consequence of this “I”is eternal destruction.
God gave the law to bestow grace upon
such a prideful people.

In the Old Testament, God came as a
teacher of the Law. But since no one could
fully keep the Law by their own strength,
salvation could never come through it.
Instead, the more one tried to keep it, the
more one would realize that they were a
sinner before God. Once God opened our
eyes to this condition, He came as Jesus, the
farmer who sows the seed. This is the new
covenant.

In the New Testament, Jesus says He is
the true vine, the believers are the
branches, and God is the gardener [John
15:1, 5]. The Old Testament was the age in
which man tried to gain salvation by his
own effort, but the New Testament is the
age in which God Himself acts. God became
man, died on the cross, and resurrected,
resolving every problem in Himself.

In today’s passage, Jesus turns away
from the Jews and speaks to the Gentiles.
From Matthew 1 through 12, His ministry
was directed toward the Jews, but neither
the Jews nor even Jesus’ family believed in
Him. When Jesus left the unbelieving Jews
in chapter 13 and spoke to the Gentiles, it

signified His departure from the old
covenant of the Law to bring the new
covenant. When He went up into a boat and
preached to the crowds by the sea, that
boat symbolized the church. From there, He
delivered the parable of the sower.

In the parable of the sower, the seed
represents the Word of God and Jesus
Christ, specifically the gospel accomplished
through His death and resurrection on the
cross. The soil represents us,and only when
the seed is sown in the soil can the life
within the seed be manifested. Only those
formed from dust can receive the seed of
Christ and have it grow.

The farmer sowing the seed represents
the preaching of God’s Word, and the soil
symbolizes the person who hears it. When
we hear and believe, the Creator and
Redeemer enters into us, and eternal life
dwells within us. Through no effort of our
own, we become new creations: the
children of God. It is only possible through
the help of the Holy Spirit for us to even
hear and receive the Word. Though we
have done nothing to earn it, we have
received the blessings of heaven.

When the life of the seed begins to
grow within the soil, it bears fruit—
thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.
The moment we believe the gospel, God
enters into us, our spirit is saved, and by the
Spirit we put to death the deeds of the
body and bear spiritual fruit. The number
“3” signifies heaven: when the life of Jesus
fully dwells in us, we bear fruit thirtyfold.
The number “6” signifies Satan: when we
recognize the truth of the devil’s nature &
his lies that infiltrate our thoughts and
banish them, we can boldly live as children
of God. This is what it means to bear fruit
as sixtyfold. The number "100" represents

humanity: when we faithfully fulfill our
roles as fathers, sons, and citizens
through God's work in us, we become
complete individuals who bear fruit a
hundredfold.

But how do we put to death the
deeds of the body by the Spirit? The truth
is that the very “I” which asks, “How can |
do this? How do “I” die?” must die. The
self that ate of the tree of good and evil
already died with Jesus on the cross.
Christ’s presence within us confirms that
our old self was crucified with Him on
the cross. The new self, renewed in us, is
the Holy Spirit Himself. Therefore, when
we obey the Spirit who lives in us, we
live a life of dying to ourselves daily. As
we yield to His prompting and do not
resist, the old self naturally dies. It is not
by our efforts to avoid sin, but by being
covered with the Lord’s grace and love
that the things of the flesh are cast aside.
The more we try to kill the self, the more
it refuses to die. The only place where
the old self has truly died is at the cross
of Calvary. When this truth is realized
and also when we receive more of the
Spirit, we die to the old self.

Now is not the age of the Law, but
the age of faith. When we boldly hold
onto our position in Christ, who has
already fully accomplished all things,
then peace and joy will overflow. If we
stop ruling our lives as our own master
and die daily, the Lord who dwells within
us will manifest His Word through us.
May we become believers who trust in
the astounding truth that the Redeemer
lives within us, praise Him continually,
and live with the confidence that all
things have already been resolved in
Him.
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