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Sermon of the Week:
The Place Where Death Meets Resurrection

Passage: Romans 6:4-5 (ESV)
Date: September 14, 2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

The sole purpose of Christianity is the
union of God and humanity. The reason
that God made humans in His image and
likeness was precisely for union with God.
God desired to enter and dwell within His
image and likeness.

But Satan deceived humanity with
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil to prevent that union. The moment a
person ate the fruit, they made
themselves the master and became
independent from God. When the
person—originally made to display God’s
abundance—left that position, they
started trying to fill themselves with the
things of this world. Yet worldly
knowledge, wealth, and honor can never
satisfy a person. One made in God’s image
and likeness can be filled only by God.

God also made humanity from the
dust. As 1 Corinthians 3 says, “you are
God’s field,” humanity is the soil in which
the seed of the kingdom of heaven are
sown. God desires that Christ grow within
the soil called “humanity.” But Satan, by
tempting humans with the forbidden
fruit, led them to depart from the soil’s
nature and become like bricks. A person
who has become like a brick is used as a
tool to build an earthly kingdom—the
Tower of Babel. Though soil may seem
useless and common, it expresses
whatever seed is sown into it. A brick,
however, is already hardened and cannot
allow a seed to sprout even if the seed is

sown. God does not want us to be used to
build the Tower of Babel. Rather, through
the death and resurrection of Jesus, He
wants us to become a new creation, to
live obediently to the Spirit’s word, and to
be used in building the kingdom of
heaven.

How then can an invisible God and
humanity be united? A sinner standing
before the holy God must face death. But
God became incarnate and, in the name
of Jesus, became our Mediator. On the
cross, Jesus conquered our sin and death
and opened the way for Christ to enter
into us. This oneness with Christ—
welcoming Christ into my heart—is union
with God.

How do we become united with
Christ? It is through Jesus’ death on the
cross and His resurrection. The place
where Jesus cried out on the cross, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
is the very place where we meet the Lord.
For Jesus and us to become one body
there must be something in common;
because we ate the forbidden fruit and
became spiritually dead, it is at that place
of death that we can be united with
Christ. One who understands that they
are spiritually dead can be united with
Christ through his death on the cross. It is
only through death that resurrection can
occur.

Problems between people—conflicts
between spouses, between parents and
children—are also resolved only through
union with Christ. Relationships that
seem to fit well at first often do not last.
However, those who are truly united with
the Lord die daily, and as they die, they
are filled with Jesus’ life, enabling one
another to live in Him. Only within the

united life of God and humanity can
every problem be overcome and God’s
new-creation work take place.

By contrast, the person who ate the
forbidden fruit in an attempt to be like
God is like @ man trying to give birth to
a child by himself. They attempt to
obtain happiness and success without
God, but such a pursuit is restless. The
problem is not the environment or
others but the persistent nature of
wanting to be the master of oneself.

When we recognize that we are
sinful beings made of dust and that we
are those who should die on the cross,
we are united to Jesus. Jesus did not
come to call the righteous but to call
sinners. At the start of His public
ministry, Jesus overcame Satan’s three
temptations precisely because He
remained in the proper human position
to the end.

The nature of the fruit of the tree,
which leads us to abandon our human
position and seek to be our own master,
cannot adopt such a posture. Human
ability cannot be the object of faith,
and pride in one’s own ability leads
only to destruction. We should not
strive to become hands, but to be
gloves; so when God comes, He will
work freely through our lives.

Union with God is truly blessed.
The great God, who was far off, came to
us, died, and rose again to become our
husband, our life, and to be one with us
forever. God has called us to be vessels
that manifest Him, as honored ones. As
time goes on, may we more deeply
realize our renewed position in the
Lord and may the old self that denies
this truth die daily on the cross so that
Christ may be revealed through us.
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