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Sermon of the Week:
The Bride of Christ in the Age of Grace

Passage: Matthew 28:1-10 (ESV)
Date: September 21, 2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

The passage describes an event that
took place at dawn, marking the end of the
old covenant and the start of the new
covenant. Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to see the tomb of Jesus. There
they heard the astounding message of the
angel, encountered the risen Lord Himself,
and fell at His feet in worship.

Mary Magdalene, once a despised woman
in the eyes of the world, was entrusted with
the glorious task of witnessing the resu-
rrection and proclaiming this good news to
others. That the first announcement of the
resurrection was entrusted to women
reveals that the age of the new covenant—
the age of grace—is also the age of women.
Yet this goes beyond a physical distinction
between male and female: it signifies that
the present age of the church is the age of
the Bride of Christ. The very reason God
sent His only begotten Son into the world
was to establish the church as the Bride of
Christ. Just as Adam, upon seeing Eve,
declared, “This is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh,” so Christ still says to His
church today, “You are bone of My bones
and flesh of My flesh.”

In this age of women, every woman
belongs to one of these three categories:
virgin, wife, or widow. In the same way, the
church as the Bride of Christ can be
described through the following three
images.

First, the church is a widow. She lost
her beloved husband,Jesus Christ, upon the

cross. Therefore, the church must cry out to
the world, as if saying, “Pay the blood-price
of my husband.” This means calling people
to repentance so that Jesus’ blood is not
shed in vain, urging them to believe in its
power. In other words, we are called to
proclaim the gospel with the resolve of
one contending against the enemy of
unbelief. Rather than remaining content
with our personal salvation, we must
dedicate our lives to spreading the life of
Jesus to others. The Israelites, who were
saved but failed to continue fighting the
Canaanites, eventually compromised their
beliefs and suffered the consequence of
slavery, serving as a crucial lesson for us.

Moreover, after salvation, there must
also be the battle of putting to death the
deeds of the body by the Spirit. Those who
have become new creations by the blood of
Christ must resist every anxiety and
thought planted by Satan; by declaring,
“Get behind me, Satan,” and standing firm
in the fight. If we accept the thoughts of
the flesh and compromise, we become
slaves of the flesh and cease to grow
spiritually. We must recognize that the true
Lord of our lives is not ourselves but Christ,
entrusting every burden to Him.

InJudges 4, we find an example in Jael,
who struck down the mighty commander
Sisera with her own hands. Like Jael, our
encounters with others should lead them
to see that the self must die with Christ so
that true life may come forth. As we share
in God’s Word together, we come to realize
more and more that we are those who
must die, and through this, the amazing
work of the Holy Spirit—bringing that
person to life—takes place. For this task we
must, like Jael, take up the tent peg. The
tent peg signifies a pilgrim’s life of faith,
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recognizing this world as a journey
through the wilderness and setting our
hope on the heavenly kingdom. Those
who live esteeming this world as
nothing and longing for the eternal
kingdom are those who hold the tent
peg of true faith. With it, we resist the
enemy, and through it, we lead others to
the cross. We must fight for this gospel,
even to the point of shedding blood.

Second, the church is a wife. After
His death, resurrection, and ascension,
Christ came to us in the Spirit as our
husband. Therefore, as the bride of
Christ, the church must fully submit to its
husband. It must live a life of putting to
death the deeds of the flesh through the
Spirit and relying on Jesus, the life-
giving Spirit, in times of hardship.

Third, the church is a virgin. As a
virgin adorns herself to meet her
bridegroom, the church must prepare for
the coming of Christ. In the parable of
the 10 virgins in Matthew 25, the wise
virgins made sure their lamps were filled
with oil. These lamps signify ourselves as
vessels of the Spirit. Today, we must be
filled with the Spirit not only in our spirit
but also in our soul, so that every part of
us overflows with His life.

This “age of women,” in which the
church is called a widow, a wife, and a
virgin, is a blessed age of grace. The age
that began with Mary Magdalene’s
proclamation of the resurrection is the
age of grace and divine blessing. May the
Lord grant each of us and our
households as well, the heart of the
widow, the wife, and the virgin, so that
our lives bring glory to God and blessing
to others. We believe that as we entrust
every matter to the Lord, hold fast to His
Word, pray earnestly, and proclaim
boldly, He will surely work among us.
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