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Sermon of the Week:
The Other Seed: Life Born from the Cross

Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 (ESV)
Date: September 28, 2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

The world and all religions aim to
live well and prosper in this life. Even the
people of Israel, God’s chosen nation,
wanted to become the greatest among all
nations. Today, many within Christianity
also see faith as a way to live well in this
world or to have their wishes fulfilled.

But the essence of Christianity is not
about living well on earth. It begins with
the death on the cross. The cross was a
tool of execution for the cursed. To the
world, it looked Llike a tragic and
meaningless end. Yet God used that very
cross to deal with the sin that had
entered humanity through the death of
Jesus. God ended the reign of Satan by
forsaking His Son upon the cross as Jesus
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me.”

The reason that God abandoned His
Son on the cross was to give us a new
seed. When Cain killed Abel, God
promised to give another seed to replace
Abel and gave Seth [Genesis 4:25, KIV].
That “other seed” represents the seed of
resurrection. It is the seed that ends the
old self through the cross and gives birth
to a new divine life. We must remember
that the old self, which deserved
judgment, came to an end when Jesus
died on the cross. Through that death, we
were born again of a new seed—the very
life of God. By giving us this divine life,
God enabled us to reveal Him through
our lives.

If we have become children of God

through the life of Jesus, we should ask
ourselves: Am | truly living in @ manner
worthy of a child of God? Am | truly a
child of God? Those who are born again
have the divine life within them and
must show that life through the way they
live. When we fail to live by that life, we
feel tormented because we are resisting
the life of God. This is why we must
continually meditate on this truth: the
life of man has ended and we have been
born again by the life of God. When we
meditate on this truth deeply, live by it,
and confess it, the Holy Spirit works
powerfully within us.

This does not mean we must try hard
to become like Jesus. It means we should
believe and accept that through His
incarnation, death, and resurrection, we
have already become one with Him. It is
not through our effort that we reach this
reality—it is the gift of freedom,
deliverance, and new creation given to
us in Christ.

The cross that Jesus carried at
Calvary is our cross. Those who believe
that His cross is their own are the true
church. The church, the greater Christ,
has been given the mission to proclaim
the gospel not only in Judea but to the
ends of the earth. The Lord desires that
this greater Christ, the church, carry out
His work by spreading this gospel
throughout all creation. That is why the
only begotten Son died and rose again:
to bring forth many sons.

This does not mean we are to rely on
our own strength or ability to preach the
gospel. We have already died in Christ.
Even if we lack power or wisdom, once
we die to ourselves, the Lord within us
works mightily. Some hold themselves
back even when the Holy Spirit prompts
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them to share the gospel. But God,
who is the source of all wisdom and
knowledge, does not depend on our
strength. When we die, His power in
us is revealed.

We must firmly remember this
truth: the life of man has ended and
the One who lives in us now is Jesus
Christ. This is our identity as new
creations in Christ. Those who have
received His life are called to reveal
Christ in everything by dying daily to
the old self. This is not a goal to
achieve: it is a fact already
accomplished in Scripture. As Jesus
said, “The words that | have spoken to
you are spirit and life” [John 6:63].
Instead of trying to analyze His Word
like a textbook, we must believe and
accept this biblical truth as our daily
spiritual food: that when Jesus died
on the cross and rose again, we also
died and rose with Him. Even if our
faith feels weak, this truth stands firm:
it has already been accomplished.

When the Lord died and rose again,
everything was legally completed.
The life of a believer now is the
completed work of Christ becoming a
reality in our spirit, soul,and body.Each
time Satan attacks, we must resist him,
knowing with certainty that we have
already become righteous children of
God in Christ. We have been given the
precious life and are called to
meditate upon this Word, feed on it,
enjoy it, and proclaim it. God has
already granted this victory to us.
Therefore, as we read His Word,
declare it, and walk forward in faith,
may the victorious Llife of Christ
overflow among us.
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