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Sermon of the Week:
The Way Back to the Father

Passage: 1 Peter 2:21-25 (ESV)
Date: October 5, 2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Human beings were created in the
image and likeness of God to reveal His
glory and reflect His nature. We were
made for fellowship with God. But when
man ate the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil and sought to become like
God on his own, that very place became
the source of curse and sin. Every
problem in the universe—great or
small—originates from that moment. Yet
God sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, into
the world to complete a new creation
through the cross. Therefore, we must
remember this truth: no matter what the
problem is, every solution ultimately lies
in returning to the redemptive cross.

Redemption means returning to the
original place from which humanity
departed. Humanity was created to live
with God, but when man left that place
and began living as his own master, life
became a curse. Yet God sent His only
Son, Jesus, who already solved the
problem through the cross. Therefore,
whatever problem we face, when we
return to the redemptive cross, it will be
resolved. Like the parable of the prodigal
son, even if we have turned away from
God, we must return to the Father who
does not condemn us and welcomes us
back to our original place.

When the prodigal son came home,
his father said, “This my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found” [Luke 15:24], and he threw a feast.
When did the son die and come back to

life? In this parable, the prodigal son
foreshadows the Son of God,Jesus Christ.
The Son left the Father’s presence, came
into the world, became sin for us, died on
the cross, and rose again to return to the
Father. The reason Christ came to this
defiled world was to become the
prodigal son-to become sin- on our
behalf and to die and rise with us.

That the Son became the prodigal
son represents our union with Christ.
When Jesus became sin, we were
included in Him. In Him, we died and
rose again. Through His death and
resurrection, we were able to return to
the Father. To be redeemed means that
we who had left God have now been
restored to the place He originally called
us to. It means we are now united with
Him.

To be united with Christ means that
when we believe in His death and
resurrection, our old life ends, and we
are born again with the very life of God.
This is our true position, our blessing,
and our dignity as children of God. When
we hold firmly to this faith, every

problem loses its power, and we
experience victorious resolution in
Christ.

The same truth applies to marriage.
The union between Christ and His
people is the true reality of marriage,
while the union between man and
woman is only its shadow. A couple who
knows that their true husband is Jesus
will show that truth by denying
themselves on the cross. When conflict
arises between husband and wife,
instead of trying to fix it by human effort,
if one denies the self and dies on the
cross, Christ within will be revealed.
Then the Lord will work—bringing peace,
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gentleness, wisdom, and the abundant
life of Jesus into the relationship. Then,
the couple begins to experience the
presence and work of Christ in their
midst.

As Jesus said, “I am the vine; you
are the branches” [John 15:5]. When
problems come, we must not look to
people or circumstances but to Jesus
alone. As we remain in Him and He in
us, His life flows through us and every
problem will be resolved. Whether it’s
between husband and wife, or
between parents and children, we
should not try to fix things ourselves—
for human effort cannot fix others.
When we surrender and die to
ourselves, the Lord intervenes. We
must give the Holy Spirit time and
space to work, because every problem
belongs to the Lord, not to us.

The place God has called us to is in
Christ Jesus. When we return to that
place, we experience the grace of God
who adds all things to us. We were not
created to strive and labor, but to share
in God’s rest. Satan, through the fruit of
good and evil, made us labor again, but
Jesus, through the redemption of the
cross, gave us eternal rest. When we
truly die with Him on the cross, we can
rest even amidst fearful and difficult
circumstances.

The thought that “| must strive and
live a holy life for the Word to become
mine”is a lie. The Lord has already died
and risen. All we need to do is receive
His Word by faith. As His Word
becomes the reality in us, may we live
in praise and rest even in the midst of
this complex world. And may the
blessing of His presence and the peace
of His life overflow among us.
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