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Sermon of the Week:
The Cross That Restores All Creation

Passage: 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (ESV)
Date: October 12,2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

When God created the universe and
everything in it, He made all things
beautiful, harmonious, and perfect—
nothing was unnecessary or out of place.
As Scripture says, “His invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made” [Romans
1:20]. Every created thing fulfills its
purpose of revealing the glory of God.
Birds are perfect in the sky and fish are
perfect in the sea—each within the realm
assigned by God.

But the tragedy of the universe began
when man, the crown of creation, left his
rightful place. The result of this original
sin was death and even the earth came
under a curse. Man, who is a creature
made in the image and likeness of God,
attempted to become his own creator,
which was an act of rebellion against
God’s will. As a result, God’s created order
collapsed and the entire universe was
placed under the judgment of destruction
amidst chaos and groaning.

Those who have become the
embodiment of Satan have lost their
sense of who they are. Instead, they
identify with the possessions and careers
they have acquired through their own
efforts; believe in the theory of evolution,
which states that monkeys are the
ancestors of humans; and live without
true hope or purpose.

Yet through His Word, God declares

that He made man in His own image and
likeness. There is no greater word of hope
and life than this. God created man with
a clear purpose—to be united with Him
and to live in oneness with Him. Our
purpose is to reveal God through that
union. We were created to bear His image,
to act as His representatives: glorious and
blessed beings made to display His
character.

However, through sin, mankind lost
both the position and the character
necessary for union with God. Thus, God
sent His Son into the world. Jesus
became one with us and was nailed to
the cross in order to put to death the self
that came from eating the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil—the “I” that
stands against God. When Jesus died on
the cross, “I” died there with Him.

The only way for us to become one
with Jesus is through the cross of Christ.
In His death, the old self is gone; in His
resurrection, we receive new life in God.
Through this truth of the cross, God calls
us His sons. The old has passed away; in
Christ, we have become new creations.

Just as Jesus overcame Satan’s
temptations by remaining faithful to His
position as man, we must also
understand that our worries and
anxieties cannot be resolved by gaining
more from the world. True peace comes
when we deeply realize that we are
sinners: made of dust and incapable of
anything on our own. At the place of
death, the «cross where Jesus was
crucified, all fear and anxiety disappear.
Where there is death, there is
resurrection; where there is surrender,
God’s life begins to flow. Though our
problems may appear in many forms,
there is only one solution: the self that

ate the forbidden fruit must die. Dying
on the cross is the way to live, the way
to become one with God, and the way
to eternal life

When Jesus cried out, “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani—My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” [Matthew
27:46],He was crying out on our behalf.
The “I” that was born through sin has
been God’s enemy from the beginning
and has destroyed the order of His
glory. Therefore, it must die: that is the
path to eternal life. The more we
realize that we are sinners who deserve
death and that Christ has resolved
everything through His own death, the
more freely we can say “amen” to God’s
Word. Every word from God is life and
carries the power of creation. When “I”
am denied, the Lord comes to dwell in
me and fulfills His work of creation and
redemption.

Through Jesus Christ, even the
earth and the universe that were
cursed because of sin are restored.
When the truth of the gospel reconciles
the relationship between God and man,
it also brings healing—to relationships
among people, to worldly concerns, and
even to the natural world. This is the
life of one who reigns with Christ. As
we abide in Him, our surroundings are
brought into order and peace. The
Church, the body of Christ, becomes the
vessel through which creation is ruled
and restored.

Like Paul, who declared, “| decided
to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified” [1
Corinthians 2:2], may we come to
deeply believe—by the Holy Spirit—that
the death of Jesus is our death and His
resurrection is our resurrection.
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