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Sermon of the Week:
A New Beginning in Christ

Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (ESV)
Date: October 26,2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

The curse in the lives of people today
is that a person who was created in God's
image and likeness—in order to become
one with God—left that position, saying, "I
will become God." No matter how much a
person gains in this world, there is no true
satisfaction. From birth, every human being
walks the same single path toward the
grave. For such a hopeless humanity, God’s
remedy was this: that He Himself came into
the world, died on the cross, and rose again.

The central truth of the Christian faith
is that God became man to destroy
everything in humanity that belongs to
death, sin, and Satan’s nature, and to be
raised as the Son of God on the third day.
The only place where we can become one
with Jesus is at the cross at Calvary—the
place of death. That is where we return to
the place God first called “very good,” when
He made man from the dust. This faith
does not arise from within ourselves. The
Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see that when
Jesus was crucified on the cross, “I” also

died with Him.

Through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, our spirit, soul, and body have
been fully redeemed. This salvation is
already a completed reality. According to
the complete work of salvation, the Lord
who now dwells in us by the Holy Spirit is
completing His work of salvation from our
spirit, to our soul,and then to our body. Our
earthly life is not centered on what we eat,
drink, or wear; it is a journey of salvation,
putting to death the deeds of the body

through the Spirit.

The tragedy, however, is that many
Christians today live according to the soul
even after being saved. They do not
surrender their souls to death. They
believe that Jesus died for them, but not
that they died with Him. Such a soul-driven
faith leads to striving: trying to avoid sin,
working hard to be righteous, and
repenting again and again in hopes of
gaining faith. But this is Satan’s deception.
Because the first Adam failed, God sent the
last Adam to begin anew. God’s will is not
that the “I” in Adam tries harder to live a
religious life, but that the “I” be handed
over to death.

When we try to imitate Jesus through
our own efforts, faith becomes a heavy
burden. Christianity is grace. We did
nothing but sin, yet God became man, died,
and rose again—completely finishing the
work of our redemption. As Scripture says,
we are new creations in Christ Jesus. Faith
does not come from human effort, rather
“faith comes from hearing” [Romans
10:17]. When we hear and believe that
Jesus accomplished everything on the
cross, faith is born within us. In this work of
redemption, we have added nothing. It is
entirely the work of God. The first Adam, the
“I", must die completely. If we do not hand
the “I” over to death, we will only keep
trying to resemble Jesus by our own
strength.

Our fundamental sin is that we, who
were created in God’s image, listened to
Satan’s lie and made ourselves the master
of our lives and thus departed from God.
Therefore, true Christian repentance is not
merely feeling sorry for sinful actions. It is
metanoia—a fundamental repentance that
happens once in a lifetime.

When we hear the gospel of the cross

and realize that the moment Christ shed
His blood, all our sins were already
forgiven, we turn back to Him. Many
Christians  continually  repent  of
yesterday’s sins, todays sins, and
tomorrow’s sins, but this is not the
repentance the Bible speaks of. The thief
on the cross and the apostle Paul did not
weep in regret for their misdeeds. At
first, they mocked Jesus or persecuted
His followers, but by the mighty work of
the Holy Spirit, they turned around—that
was repentance. When the redeeming
Spirit of Christ comes down from our
spirit into our soul, leading us into
obedience, we come to truly see that we
are the chief of sinners.

True faith must begin with Jesus
Christ. Faith that begins with “me” leads
only to effort, self-righteousness, and
judgment toward others. The devil
subtly draws even saved people back to
Adam’s position: the life of law-keeping
and self-effort. This is why Paul declared
“The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come” [2 Corinthians 5:17],
urging believers not to return to Adam.

As we live in this world, we may still
sin or suffer illness. Yet the Word
declares that we are new creations in
Christ—therefore, sin and sickness no
longer define us or belong to our true
identity. Jesus’ shed blood has made us
complete and that is our true identity.
When we firmly hold onto this truth, the
devil, sin, and sickness will flee. Even
when we fall into sin or face hardship,
we should not struggle to fix ourselves.
Instead, let us take refuge under the
shadow of the cross, receiving and
rejoicing in the full grace that the Lord
has already given us.
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