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Sermon of the Week:
The Faith that Lives in Christ’s Finished Work

Passage: 1 Peter 2:24-25 (ESV)
Date: November 2, 2025

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Isaiah 53 is a prophecy from God given to
the prophet Isaiah, before Jesus came to this
world, foretelling that the Messiah would
come to this earth. According to this prophecy,
the Lord came in the flesh, died on the cross,
and rose again. Through this, He solved every
problem—our original sin, sins we commit, the
struggles of daily life, illness, and human
existence itself. After Jesus' resurrection, we no
longer live in an age of works but in an age of
faith. Just as we became sinners through
Adam’s bloodline without any effort or merit
of our own, we have now become righteous—
without our efforts—through Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Every issue of sin, transgression,
peace, and health has already been resolved
for us through the salvation Christ achieved by
His death and resurrection.

Salvation is not found by searching within
ourselves to see if sin is gone. If all our sins
were placed inside a book and that book was
burned, the sins would disappear along with
the book. Likewise, our sins have disappeared
in Jesus. Christian faith is not about finding
sinlessness within ourselves, but rather
believing that our sins were washed away in
Jesus. Therefore, we must believe the Word of
God and accept our position and identity as
righteous in Him. We are saved by faith, not by
how we feel inside ourselves, and we live by
this Word.

If something within you resists this truth,
then reject those feelings and declare that the
Word, which says you are a child of God, is true.
The Lord rejoices when we do so. As we

increasingly confess and receive the Word of
God, the powers of disease, impurity, anger,
and the devil will retreat from our lives.

Humanity’s greatest problem is that
through eating the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil, the “self” was born. When the
self is alive, that person hears the Word but
believes in their own thoughts instead. But
when that self has died, the Word comes to us
as life. We need a faith that begins from death,
not a faith in which the self remains alive.
When we truly believe that Jesus’ death and
resurrection are our death and resurrection,
we can gradually put our “self” to death.
Because in Jesus we have abundant life, joy,
peace, and satisfaction, we come to choose to
live by His life rather than by our flesh. Each
time we deny ourselves, the grace of God fills
us more abundantly.

When we struggle to believe the Word, we
must realize that the cause is the poison of
Satan that entered through the fruit of good
and evil. We do not need to trust the thoughts
that come from that poison. We must boldly
declare that the “self” who ate that fruit
already died on the cross and that we are now
children of God. We must resist every thought,
feeling, and judgment that comes from the
devil.

It is foolish to say,“I'll take medicine once
I'm healed.” You must take the medicine first to
be healed. It is the same order in the Bible:
“with the heart one believes and is justified,
and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved” [Romans 10:10]. When we believe,
Satan will flee, and things will happen
according to our faith. Regardless of what
others say, when we confess the truth of
Scripture with our mouths, we experience
death of the self, and as much as we die, the
Holy Spirit gives us greater assurance.

The spiritual realm is like the second
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floor above the first floor of the physical
world. The second floor—the spiritual
realm—cannot be seen, but it is the world of
truth already accomplished through the
cross. So if we face sickness in the first-floor
world, our prayer should not be “Please heal
me,” but " Lord, help me stand in the finished
work of healing You provided at the cross.”
When we confess and believe that we are
already children of God, the truth that Christ
has accomplished begins to work within us,
gradually driving back the forces of
darkness. People of faith must fight this
spiritual battle, and in this fight, the Lord
will give victory. To those who overcome,
the High Priest in the order of Melchizedek
will give bread and wine.

Trying to fix our own problems is
always a rough and painful road. But the
way prepared by the Lord through His death
and resurrection is like a train running
smoothly on well-laid tracks. His way is our
way. It is not the path of self-rule and
judgment born from eating the fruit of good
and evil. It is the path where His death
becomes our death, His resurrection our
resurrection, and His experience our
experience. Then our prayers will no longer
spring from selfish desire, but from
surrender—confessing, “There is nothing |
can do,” and praising and thanking the Lord
instead. The true beginning of faith is Jesus
Christ Himself.

As we enter daily into the death of the
cross, the Lord who Llives within us will
overflow and resolve every problem before
us. Our only task is to rest in Him. No matter
how great the mountain of problems may
seem, may we have the faith to believe and
entrust all to Jesus—and through that faith,
bring glory to the Lord.
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