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Sermon of the Week:
The Place Prepared in Our Hearts

Passage: John 14:1-1 (ESV)
Date: November 9, 2025

Pastor: Young Min Soh

God created the universe and now
rules it by His Word. He does everything
with a clear plan and purpose. Scripture
calls this God’s plan of salvation.At the
center of that plan—the very purpose
of God—is the salvation of humanity.
In today’s passage, Jesus says, “l go to
prepare a place for you.” Through these
words we learn that God’s purpose is
not to build a physical house in some
distant location. His purpose is to
make us, who were created in His
image, into a dwelling place for God
Himself. In other words, He makes us
into His temple so that God and His
people can be one.

When Jesus says that He is going
to prepare the Father’s house, He
means He is going to the cross. Psalm
127 says, “Unless the Lord builds the
house, those who build it labor in vain.”
Jesus came in the flesh as a carpenter,
yet He came to build the true temple
where God would dwell—our inner
being. He died on the cross for us who
were trapped in sin and death. He
removed sin and death through His
death and resurrection. After He rose
again, He came to dwell in us through
the Holy Spirit. So when He says, “l go
to prepare a place,” He does not mean
He is constructing heaven with gold,
silver, and jewels. He means that He is

recreating our dead and sinful hearts
into a new house where God can
dwell. This is what Jesus meant when
He said, “Destroy this temple and | will
raise it up in three days.”

Jesus also says, “In My Father’s
house are many rooms.” When our
spirit is born again and we are saved,
every time that we experience the
cross and resurrection more deeply,
our hearts grow. As this happens, our
inner life becomes a larger house
where Christ can dwell in fullness. God
desires to pour the life, character, and
power of Jesus into us. So He uses our
circumstances to enlarge our mind
and heart. We often wonder why God
allows sickness, suffering, or failure.
Yet when we stop holding onto our
own thoughts, desires, and plans, and
instead desire the will of the Lord, our
heart gradually grows larger. The life-
giving power of the Spirit and the
death and resurrection of Jesus begin
to work in us. As we trust His Word and
follow Him into the death and
resurrection of the cross, peace,
gratitude, and praise overflow in our
hearts and the power of the Holy
Spirit works within us. In this way, God
continues to expand and enlarge us as
His house.

In verse 3 Jesus says, “If | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come
again and take you to myself, that
where | am you may be also.” The words
“I will come again” refers to Jesus who
once came in the flesh would come
again as the Spirit after His death,
resurrection, and ascension. He comes
to us as the Holy Spirit. The place

where He is seated—at the right
hand of the Father—speaks of the
authority as God’s children that He
gives to us. As Scripture says, “The
Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom”
[2 Corinthians 3:17]. He gives us
freedom from sin, Satan, sickness,
fear, worry, and anxiety.

Before the cross we were all
separated from Christ. But through
His death and resurrection, we have
been united with Him. We now share
His life and can call God, “Abba,
Father” The death and resurrection
of Jesus now belongs to us.The risen
Christ lives in us today as the life-
giving Spirit. In the Holy Spirit, the
death of Jesus becomes our death,
and His resurrection becomes our
resurrection. When this faith grows
even a little, we die to the world and
to Satan, and we rise into God’s life,
grace, and glory. When we deny
ourselves and die with Christ, His
life appears in us. At that moment,
the glory of our union with Him is
revealed. The reward for Jesus’
obedience and His finished work
becomes ours. This is our crown of
glory and our true hope.

Today the Lord comes to us as
the life-giving Spirit after His
death and resurrection. His Spirit
fills the whole earth. Only in the
death and resurrection of Jesus do
we enter true union with God. May
our hearts, our homes, and our
church become one inJesus and be
filled with His fullness. May this
grace abound among us.
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