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Sermon of the Week:
The Promise That Frees Us From QOurselves

Passage: Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV)
Date: November 16,2025
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

When God delivered Israel from
Egypt and led them into the promised
land of Canaan, He gave them the Law.
Yet, as the Lord said in this passage,
“though | was their husband, they broke
My covenant.” Israel could not fully obey
God’s Law according to His standard. So
God promised a new covenant. When He
said, “l will put my law within them, and
| will write it on their hearts,” He was
promising to give us the Holy Spirit, who
places God’s living law within our hearts.

The tragedy that fell on humans—
who were created in God’s image and
made to dwell with God—is that Satan
entered the very place where God was
meant to dwell. This world also came
under the curse, groaning and becoming
a slave to decay. In such a world, there is
no perfect hope and no lasting happiness.
What, then, can we hope for? Our only
hope is the new covenant God has given
us.

The old covenant emphasized human
works. It was a fearsome covenant in
which sin brought punishment. But the
new covenant is founded on God’s work.
The Creator God entered creation and
came to us in human flesh. He became
one of us, died, and rose again. As Paul
says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation” [2 Corinthians 5:17]. We did
not become new by our own efforts.
Jesus became us. He died, rose with us,
and through Him we became new. Our
part is simply to receive and enjoy this

truth by faith. Just as we had no part in
God forming us from the dust, we had
no part in the Son redeeming us. We
simply believe and receive. Any attempt
to add to this work is the work of Satan.

We must know this unshakable truth:
the Jesus who came to this world 2,000
years ago became us. When the eternal
God came as a man, we were in Him. So
when He died and rose again, we died
and rose with Him and became new
creations. If this truth is hard to believe,
then the spiritual battle of every
believer is to drive out the thoughts and
feelings that keep us from believing it.

Faith is becoming one with Jesus,
the God who became man. Our faith
begins here. If He died, | died. If He rose,
| rose.When | cannot believe this, | try to
make myself holy and try to avoid sin by
my own strength. But such effort denies
the redemption Jesus has already
completed. We think that if we try hard
not to sin, the Lord will help us. But the
very effort to make ourselves holy is
already stepping away from Him and He
cannot help us there. What pleases the
Lord most is when we believe in His
death and resurrection and acknowledge
that we have been made righteous. He
also completed our sanctification 2,000
years ago and now works it out in us by
His Spirit.

Jesus is the vine and we are the
branches. When we focus only on our
husband, wife, or children, we become
branches trying to detach ourselves
from the vine. Even if what we say to our
family sounds right to us, our words
cannot save them. A branch that is trying
to solve problems by its own power is
prideful. Even when our situation is
chaotic or filled with trials, the problem
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is not ours. We must turn our eyes
from the problem and look only to the
Lord. As we remain in deep fellowship
with Him, the fullness of His Llife
grows in us.We begin to believe in His
promise that our family is already
saved; and His life will eventually
flow out and bear fruit in them. The
One who calms the storm is the Lord.
The more | die, the more His fullness
flows out of me. So we must not try to
fix things by ourselves. We must keep
turning to the Lord.

When we feel shaken in our belief
that the blood of Jesus has already
cleansed us, then all the more we
must declare, "l am a child of God."
Every feeling and emotion that
contradicts this is a lie from Satan. Do
not accept thoughts that arise from
yourself. Acknowledge only God’s Word.
“With the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved” [Romans
10:10]. We must declare this truth to
ourselves and drive out the thoughts
of darkness.

The new covenant is not a covenant
we keep by our works. It is a covenant
given so that we believe what has
already been finished. In every verse of
Scripture, God wants us to receive His
Word as it is. As we receive what Jesus
has already accomplished on the cross
and defend this position, the Word
becomes our reality and we end up
praising the Lord. By this grace,
sickness and every problem will melt
away like ice. May this wondrous work
of God’s new creation fill the life of
every believer.
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