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Sermon of the Week:

Passage: Revelation 12 (ESV)
Date: November 23,2025

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Revelation 12 reveals the history of the
Church. The “woman clothed with the sun”
represents the Church that reflects Christ, the
eternal Truth. The “crown of 12 stars” points to
the Old Testament Church that began with the
12 tribes of Israel. The red dragon with 7 heads
and 10 horns that follows is Satan and its
attempt to devour the child, whom the woman
is about to give birth to, illustrates Satan’s
historical effort to destroy Jesus Christ, who was
born among Israel.

The child is described as “one who is to rule
all the nations with a rod of iron” [Rev 12:5],
referring to Jesus, who accomplished all
through the cross, resurrection, and ascension.
The scene of the woman fleeing into the
wilderness signifies the birth of the New
Testament Church and the spread of the gospel
from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. The
1,260 days symbolize the period of Jesus’
earthly ministry and verses 1-6 cover the time
from Jesus’ birth to His ascension and the
establishment of the Church through the Holy
Spirit, the period of grace.

Beginning in verse 7, the passage shifts to
the time of tribulation. Satan is cast down to the
earth, the world grows increasingly evil, and
people’s lives come to increasingly resemble
Satan— the final days are at hand. In such times,
the goal we must hold onto is not to live well in
this world, but to obtain eternal life. As verse 10
declares, the Church does not consist of earthly
people but of those who belong to the spiritual
realm that rules the earth: citizens of heaven.
We who possess heavenly citizenship are a royal
priesthood and intercessors who manifest on

earth the glorious messages, power, and
blessings of heaven. If we are born again, we are
united to Christ. The deeper that union becomes,
the more the Lord’s will flows into us, we rejoice
in what pleases Him, and we live as His vessels.

The “time, times, and half a time” in verses
13-14 refers to the 3.5 year period after the
final war when % of humanity dies and the
Antichrist reigns. The woman being given “the 2
wings of the great eagle” so that she might be
nourished and protected means that even in the
midst of great tribulation, there will be a refuge
for His people. Those who have received
heavenly life are sustained even through the
trials that come upon the earth. Even after
receiving life, suffering and bodily hardship may
come, but those tribulations put the old self to
death and cause us to grow. When the first 3.5
year nurturing period ends, the sanctified saints
will be raptured. Those described in verse 17 as
“those who keep the commandments of God
and hold to the testimony of Jesus” are the
believers who were not raptured and must
endure the final 3.5 years.

The 4 pillars of Revelation (chapters 8-9 &
16, 10, 11, 12) do not describe the last days in
strict chronological order; rather, they repeatedly
portray the periods of grace, tribulation, and
judgment using different symbols. This follows
the same pattern as Jesus’ own life: the period of
grace in His public ministry, the period of
tribulation in Gethsemane, and the period of
judgment on the cross. Because Jesus bore our
judgment, there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. Therefore,
Revelation is not a book of terror but the book of
the gospel. It is the Lord’s call: “You shall be holy,
for I am holy” [1 Peter 1:16]. Because the Holy
Spirit who dwells in us will resolve every
problem, we need not fear any tribulation, war, or
the era of the mark 666.

The year 2025 is the time of the first woe,
the final phase of the period of grace, and the
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second woe is about to begin: the season
when the final war draws near. When the
second woe begins, the Antichrist will rule
and churches will be shut down, but right
now is still “the acceptable time... the day of
salvation” [2 Cor 6:2]. When the Word
becomes our very character, we can live
victoriously in Christ without fearing harm in
any circumstance.

There is surely a reward for those who
are sanctified. Sanctification is not achieved
merely by accumulating biblical knowledge;
it happens when we personally encounter
the Lord and the truth that we “have been
crucified with Christ” [Gal 2:20] becomes
living reality in us. Joel 2:31-32, Rev 14:1-5
and 15:2-3 are passages directly related to
the rapture, showing that those who are
raptured are the sanctified saints.

The raptured saints will return with
Christ at His second coming. Those who
remain on earth will be refined into true
believers through the final tribulation. The
remnant on earth will welcome the Lord
when He appears, while the raptured saints
will accompany the King as He descends and
will participate in the victorious feast; a feast
that, as Luke 17 states, “Where the corpse is,
there the vultures will gather”, pointing to
God’s judgment upon the wicked. We must
stand on the side of those who will be
raptured, not those who remain. From this
moment forward, let us prepare our faith so
that spirit, soul, and body may be filled with
the Lord Himself.

In this age facing the second woe, it is
the time to prepare our faith. Let us welcome
Jesus, receive eternal life, and become
overcomers who conquer the world in His joy.
May our lives today become believers who
are fully ready in that life.
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