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Sermon of the Week:
Grace and Truth Living Within Us

Passage: John 1:14 (ESV)

Date: December 24,2025

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

God created the world by His Word at
the first creation. Now, that same Word
became flesh, came into this world, died,
and rose again, thus completing the new
creation. Jesus, the Word who became
flesh, is the One who is all in all. He came
to make us new creations in Christ
through the cross, and in doing so, He
became us. When the Lord died, we died
with Him. When He rose again, we also
rose with Him as new people. Therefore,
we must no longer see ourselves as our
old selves. We have already become the
new creation—a new person made with
the life of God, a life that is untouchable by
worldly things and transcends everything
in this world. In order to apply this reality
to our lives and work it out within us, God
Eas come to dwell in our midst as the Holy

pirit.

We have already been born as God’s
[?eople with the resurrected life in Jesus.

herefore, when difficult circumstances
arise, we should not fix our eyes on the
hardship itself,but on Jesus Christ,the Son
of God, who was laid in a manger. We must
recognize and confess, “The negative
thoughts, worries,and anxieties that come
from the old Adam—that seeks to find the
answers to solve these problems—are not
truly me. That old self in Adam has already
died, and | have become a new person
through Jesus” When we acknowledge
and stand firmly in this truth, we realize
that those difficult circumstances no
longer belong to us. Then, instead of
praying, “Lord, please heal me,” we give
thanks that He has already healed us at
the cross. We must continually hold on to

this truth and confess it.

God, who is Spirit, saw that humanity
had fallen after eating from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil and was
being deceived and led astray by Satan. To
completely renew humanity through
death and resurrection and present us to
the Father, God came through the
incarnation. Before the incarnation, God as
Spirit could not produce offspring, but
through the incarnation, many children
were born. As Scripture says, “But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God™ [John 1:12-13].We
are no longer beings defined by a physical
lineage. We have been completely
recreated as those born of God. When
Jesus, the incarnate Word, fell like a grain
of wheat and died, He produced much
fruit: the many sons of God.

Through the incarnation, God also
made it possible for humanity to enjoy
Him. 1 John says, “That which was from
the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which
we looked upon and have touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life” [1
John 1:1], and continues, “so that you too
may have fellowship with us”[1 John 1:3].
Because Jesus came as a man, we are now
able to experience and enjoy God. As the
Lord said, “Eat my flesh and drink my
blood”; and when we eat and drink Him,
we experience transformation and begin
to express God. As todays passage
declares, the One who is full of grace and
truth has become available for humanity
to enjoy.

Finallyt,) through the incarnation, we
ourselves become God’s dwelling place on
this earth—the tent and the temple where
God dwells. The tabernacle in the Old
Testament was a shadow of Jesus Christ,
the true tabernacle. Today, b% faith in His
death and resurrection, we have become
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the temple, the house of God. When
Scripture says that He was “full of grace
and truth,” grace means that God’s
holiness and riches have become our
enjoyment in Christ. In other words, God
coming to dwell within humanity is
grace itself. Truth means reality—what is
genuine and real. Today, in Christ, we
possess truth and realit}/i The world and
our own thoughts have no true
substance; they are empty and fleeting.
God has become one with us throug
Jesus. Because God Himself lives within
us, we now know clearly what God’s
nature is like and what it means to be
children of God. For the rest of our lives,
we exist to express Him.
The statement that “the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us” is
truly a glorious truth for us. Through Him,
we have automatically become children
of God. Through ‘the death and
resurrection of the cross, Scripture
declares, “That Jesus is you, and you are
Jesus”. What a blessed and glorious truth
this is. Our lives should be spent praisin
Him and living to express this Lord.
Therefore, we must not be satisfied with
the salvation of the spirit alone. We must
ﬁress on until our soul and body are also
lled completely with Jesus, moving
toward the moment when we are
transformed into a spiritual body like in
His final resurrection [Philippians 3:21].
For this, we need a daily battle—putting
to death the deeds of the body by the
Spirit. Negative thoughts and those
shaped by our circumstances do not exist
in Christ. We must fight them in faith,
believing they are not ours, and drive
them away. As we continue this fight of
faith, may the verse “according to your
faith be it done to you”become real in our
lives, so that we will experience a faith
marked by astonishing transformation.
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