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Sermon of the Week:
No Longer Hiding: Our New ldentity in Jesus

Passage: Genesis 3:7-10 (ESV)
Date: January 11, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

God told man that if he ate from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, “you will
surely die.” After Adam and Eve ate from that
tree, their eyes were opened and they realized
that they were naked and covered themselves
with fig leaves. When they heard the sound of
God, they hid among the trees to avoid His
presence. God called to Adam and asked,
“Where are you?” After eating from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, humans—
who were created in the image and likeness
of God and meant to be united with Him—
departed from their proper place of existence.
Hearing God’s voice yet hiding from His
presence: this is precisely the condition of
people living in the world today.

When a person loses their sense of place
in the world, they lose their understanding of
who they are and for what purpose they were
born. As a result, shame and fear arise, and
they try to hide because they do not want
their true nature to be revealed. This is the life
of fallen humans after eating from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.

Yet, God still seeks after people. His
question, “Where are you?”, is not referring to
their physical location but their departure
from His original design. God placed man in a
garden abundant with beautiful fruits and the
tree of life, where they could be one with God.
He clearly warned them about the tree of
knowledge, saying, "You will surely die." God
placed humans in this position, but Satan
deceived them by saying, “You can become
like God,” and destroyed everything.

People who have left this position only
talk about their naked and fearful state—they
do not repent. God desires a confession such
as, “l ate from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. | was ashamed and afraid, so |
hid. Please forgive me.” Instead, people blame
God for their suffering and pain. This is the
essence of fallen humans.

The act of covering themselves with fig
leaves represents the religion created by
humans. Hiding behind the many trees in the
garden symbolizes hiding behind the
worldly things that people strive for
throughout their lives—namely, material
possessions, honor, knowledge, wealth, and
glory. When people introduce themselves,
they do not say “l am a child of God,” but
instead present their identities as business
cards: musician, politician, or CEO. However,
those are just things | own or statuses | have
obtained—they are not the true “me” that God

is searching for. God does not ask how much |
have or what | own. Even today, He speaks, “I
created you in My image and likeness—where
are you now?” Yet, because we are still naked,
we remain afraid and keep hiding. Even if we
gain the whole world or live in the best
circumstances, if we do not know who we
truly are, then there is no true joy or hope.

Despite of our flawed human nature, God
did not give up on us. “For God so loved the
world that He gave His one and only Son”
[John 3:16]. God became man, lived as one of
us, died on the cross, and rose again,
completing the work of a new creation. In Him,
our old self has died and we have already
become new people in Christ. We are now
living in the age of faith of believing this
truth.

In the historical work of salvation, there
is absolutely no human effort or merit
involved. Abraham was not justified by his
works but by believing in God’s words. Thus he
received Isaac at 100 years of age, when he
was as good as dead. Likewise, today, though
we have nothing but sin, we have received
Jesus as our new life by believing God’s words
in faith, responding to His calling.

So, as Jesus comes to live in me and
extends His reign over my life, that becomes
my territory, inheritance, and the eternal
kingdom of heaven. Even in sickness, we hold
onto the verse, “By His wounds | am healed,”
and live by faith, declaring, “In Jesus, this truth
is mine.” Regarding daily needs such as food
and drink, as the Word says, “Seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you,” all problems
have already been resolved in Jesus. We must
not be deceived by our feelings or
circumstances, but believe what has already
been accomplished in Christ. We must believe
that our spirit, soul, and body are complete in
Jesus, deny the complicated thoughts and
emotions that arise within us, take up the
cross, and follow Him.

The Lord is pleased when we believe the
truth that Jesus shed His blood, died, and rose
again—and that we also died and rose with
Him.The moment we believe these words, the
Holy Spirit works in us,and through that work,
He leads us to believe the Word more deeply
and to praise God. Therefore, in any situation,
the cross and Jesus Christ must be our
foundation.

When we know our true identity is one
that is united with Christ, we will give thanks
and praise no matter what happens. This is
one who "overcomes the world" Jesus is in me,
and | am in Jesus—this is my new identity.
Remembering that we who once hid behind
trees have become confident children of God,
may this new year be one in which we boldly
overcome the world and greatly praise God.
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