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Sermon of the Week:
When the Mouth Declares What the Heart Believes

Passage: Romans 10:10 (ESV)
Date: January 18, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

A person who ate the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil and departed
from God, then developed a sense of “self;
placing themselves as their own master
instead of God. As a result, although they have
no real ability to create or resolve anything,
they live striving and worrying just to survive,
Thus, they mistakenly think that becoming a
citizen of heaven will require a great deal of
their own efforts. However, the Bible declares
that it is very simple: “For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth
one confesses and is saved” [Romans 10:10].
There is nothing that a person must try to
accomplish on their own to receive forgiveness
of sins. God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus,
to bring the old creation to an end and to
bring forth the new creation. The good news
is this: we must simply hear this message,
accept it, and believe it. And when we confess
this belief with our mouth by saying “‘Amen;
salvation comes.

The human body has many parts, but the
role of the mouth is especially important. It is
through the mouth that we eat so that the
whole body lives; and it is through the mouth
that God spoke and creation came into being.
When the angel Gabriel delivered God’s
promise to give a son to Zechariah, the father
of John the Baptist, Zechariah could not
accept this promise and became mute. But
when John was born and the promise was
fulfilled, Zechariah’s mouth was opened and
he praised God. Even today, there are many
people like Zechariah within the church. They
do not know how to eat the Word by accepting
it nor how to confess it. Even when they hear
the good news, they cannot open their
mouths; they feel ashamed, as if opening it
would bring punishment. Because they do not
confess God’s Word with their mouths, they
remain spiritually mute.

If you have heard and believed the word
of redemption in Jesus Christ, you must
immediately declare it with your mouth. God
created us in His image and likeness so that
He could dwell within us. What God does
when He comes into a person is to live a life
that manifests God and reveals the Word.
When salvation has occurred through the
Word, confessing it with the mouth causes
that Word to bring forth life. When God said,
“Let there be light,” creation occurred.
Thoughts alone don't bring about events or
change. Light comes into existence the
moment it is spoken and proclaimed aloud.

Before the cross, Jesus alone carried out this
work in Judea, but through the cross and
resurrection, He has given that life to each
person and has called us to reveal this
salvation to the whole world.

In the text, “with the heart one believes”
is the matter before God, and “with the mouth
one confesses and is saved” is the matter
before people. Therefore, when we believe
with the heart and confess with the mouth, it
brings glory before God and salvation before
people. The first thing that a saved believer
should do is to be baptized. People often think
that baptism comes after believing and being
saved, but the Bible says, “Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved” [Mark 16:16].
The act of going into and coming out of the
water is a public declaration before God and
people that one has become a citizen of
heaven. Therefore, faith is precious, but
proclaiming that faith is even more precious,
and the rite that proclaims it is baptism.

Nevertheless, the reason that many
people today receive salvation yet cannot
confess with their mouths is the fear of
people. They fear being ignored or shamed, so
they hide their relationship with Jesus. It is the
“self” that is embodied by Satan that makes
believing in Jesus feel shameful. The message
of the cross may seem foolish to those who
are perishing, but to us who are saved, it is the
power of God. If you have heard the word of
truth and received God’s life, you must use
your entire body to praise the Lord and testify
about Jesus. In the past, we used our lips as
Satan directed; now we must become a
spiritual instrument of God, speaking and
proclaiming according to the Holy Spirit.

We are new creations in Christ. We should
not look for evidence within ourselves, but in
Jesus. Believe that all sins have been forgiven
in Him and live by that faith. The New
Testament doesn’t command us to act in order
to achieve something; instead, it tells us to
believe that it has already been accomplished
for us. Therefore, do not accept the thoughts
and feelings rising from the “self”; believe
only the Word, eat it,and proclaim it—then the
Holy Spirit will work. Even when there is
sickness, we command our souls with the
Word that healing has already been
accomplished. Then it will be done according
to your faith—because in Jesus everything has
already been accomplished.

The Word is the food given to us and we
must eat it with our mouths and proclaim it
with our mouths. Every time a difficult
situation arises, when we believe “I have no
problem, | have been set free,” the Lord
rejoices. We who have welcomed Jesus into us
are His witnesses, created in the image and
likeness of God. May the rest of our lives be
lived as witnesses in whom salvation is
revealed every time we open our mouths.
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