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Sermon of the Week: = _l‘f‘!

The Starting Line of Faith

Passage: 1 Corinthians 2:6-12 (ESV)
Date: January 25, 2026

Pastor: Young Min Suh

In our life of faith, there are two
essential kinds of knowledge we need.
One is knowing ourselves, and the other is
knowing God. In the Old Testament,
through His righteousness and the Law,
God confronts humanity with the question
He first asked Adam: “Where are you?” This
call exposes our true spiritual condition
and identity. When we recognize that we
are beings corrupted by sin in Adam and
face our true condition, only then do we
come to experience the grace of God
through Jesus Christ. When this realization
dawns upon us, answers to life’s funda-
mental questions—where we come from
and where we must go—become clearer.

Being born again is not the finish line
of faith; it is the starting line. Many
believers treat obtaining salvation as the
end goal, but it is only the foundation. God
comes to dwell within us through the Holy
Spirit after we are born again, enabling us
to experience more deeply the grace of
“Jehovah Jireh” [Gen 22:14] that He has
prepared for us in Jesus Christ. In today’s
passage, the apostle Paul speaks of wisdom
given to the “mature,” that is, to those who
have grown and advanced spiritually. If we
remain only at the stage of rebirth, we
may make it to heaven, but we will not
experience complete victory in this land
where Satan reigns, the “valley of the
shadow of death.” This is because the
power of the flesh and the forces of
darkness constantly try to drag us down
into anxiety and fear.

There may be a hundred problems in
life, but there is only one answer to them
all. People of the world waste their entire
lives searching for that answer in power,
wealth, or knowledge, only to return to
dust in the end. But the only One who has
resolved the problems of sin, death, and
eternal condemnation is Jesus Christ
alone. When we correctly understand the
truth of His shed blood on the cross and His
resurrection, all fundamental problems are
resolved. The Lord invited us, saying,
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden.” The burden spoken of here is not
merely material hardship or illness, but
the burden of the “old self” inherited from
Adam and the burden of death that flows
from it. The Lord bore this burden on the
cross on our behalf and granted us true

[=]
rest.

The wisdom of the cross is a mystery
of God that cannot be known by the
wisdom of this world. If the world had
known this mystery, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. Even the
demonic powers did not comprehend it—
they thought killing Jesus would secure
their triumph, but in His death and
resurrection, He conquered death itself
and resolved humanity’s ultimate problem.
To those of us who are called, this cross,
which is a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Greeks, becomes the power
and wisdom of God.

God has revealed this astounding
grace to us through the Holy Spirit. In the
Old Testament era, the Holy Spirit would
come temporarily and then depart, but in
the New Testament era, the Spirit—having
passed through Jesus’ death, resurrection,
and ascension—has become the “life-
giving spirit” who is eternally united with
our spirit. “He who is joined to the Lord
becomes one spirit with him.” We are no
longer in the flesh, but in the Spirit. Satan
continually tries to interfere with our
emotions and circumstances, whispering,
‘After all this, are you really a child of
God?” Yet we must stand on the finished
work of the cross and declare: “l am a new
creation in Christ”

What we must do is ‘open our mouths
wide”. All we must do is eat the message of
grace of the Lord's death and resurrection
in faith. Just as Paul confessed, I die daily,”
we must daily accept the death of the cross
into our spirit, soul, and body. As the
measure of death within us increases, our
own plans and purposes fade away, and the
plan of Christ who lives in us is revealed.
When | die, the Lord works. When [ rest, the
Lord becomes a mighty warrior and fights
for me.

No matter how intense the darkness
may be, it flees instantly before even a
small candle. When Jesus, the light of life,
works within us, all sickness, suffering,
problems with children, and the darkness
of life will retreat. Just as the man who
had been sick for 38 years rose at a single
word from the Lord, and just as the waters
of the Jordan parted when the priests
carrying the Ark of the Covenant stepped
into it, we must move forward in faith,
carrying the Ark of the Covenant—the
cross. When we regard suffering as
beneficial and live a victorious life each day
under the law of the Spirit, we will become
true witnesses who proclaim Jesus to the
ends of the earth. May we live lives that
daily experience and overflow with the
grace of Jesus Christ and the power of His
death and resurrection.
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