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FEBRUARY 15, 2026
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Sermon of the Week:
What Makes Christianity Different?

Passage: Matthew 16:24 (ESV)
Date: February 1, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Judaism, Islam, and Christianity—
known as the three major world religions—
share the common belief in one God and
trace their ancestry back to Abraham. Yet,
the crucial point that distinguishes Christ-
ianity from the others is the confession
concerning the true identity of Jesus Christ.
Judaism and Islam insist that a human
being can never become God and reject the
divinity of Jesus. To them, God is only a
fearful master in heaven, and human
beings are merely servants who must keep
His law through their actions.

But the truth of Christianity is different.
Our God personally took on flesh and came
into this world as Jesus Christ in order to
bring about a new creation of the universe
and of humanity. By shedding His blood on
the cross, Jesus dealt with our sin; after
rising from the dead, He ascended into
heaven and, on the day of Pentecost, came
to dwell within us through the Holy Spirit.
God, who is now seated at the right hand of
the throne, was on the cross 2,000 years
ago, and dwells within us today by His
Spirit. The disciples realized this astonish-
ing truth not through theological terms, but
through real experience. This is the mystery
of the Trinity in which we believe, and the
very essence of the life found in Christianity.

In today’s passage, Jesus says, “Who-
ever wants to follow me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me.” To “deny
oneself” does not merely mean to give up
desires. The corrupted man, who fell by
eating from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, has absolutely no ability or
power to keep God’s law. Just as it is
impossible for a cow to learn to read, the
corrupted old self has absolutely no ability
to follow the righteousness of Christ.

Jesus demands a righteousness that
surpasses the law. He goes beyond the
commandment “Do not commit adultery,
teaching that even looking with lust in
one’s heart constitutes adultery. How can
we possibly follow such a high standard?
There is only one way: to hand over the old
self to death. | must acknowledge that
Jesus’ death on the cross is my death, and
give up my thoughts, judgments, and ego.
When “I” (the old self) die, Jesus Christ who
lives in me is revealed. As long as “I” am
alive trying to do good works or striving to
keep the law, the Holy Spirit cannot work.
Therefore, the only thing the Lord requires

of us is “death and surrender”.

The apostle Paul declared, “I die daily”
This is the greatest glory of a believer’s life
and the secret to true blessing. We always
carry the death of Jesus in our bodies so
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed
in our mortal flesh. When “I” die, death is at
work within me, but as a result, life is at
work in those around me-especially in my
children. Rather than striving to teach
morality and rules, when parents them-
selves die on the cross and manifest the
Lord’s peace and wisdom, a life-giving
work takes place in their children. The Lord
desires that we become ‘gloves” A glove
has no power on its own, but when the
“hand”™Jesus—enters into it, He is able to
accomplish great things through it.

We are often deceived by Satan’s lies.
Satan points to our circumstances and
illnesses and whispers, “This problem is
your problem.” He makes us believe that
our sick appearance or our troubled family
is our true reality. But a believer’s true
reality and identity is a “new creation” in
Christ. The old self has already died on the
Cross.

Therefore, we must not judge accord-
ing to our emotions or by what we see. We
must think and speak according to God’s
Word. When our body is ill, instead of
despairing and saying, ‘| am sick,” we must
declare, “With his wounds, we are healed.”
We do not make this declaration because
the sickness has disappeared; even while
the sickness remains, we confess with our
mouths the victory Jesus has already won.
This is what it means to be transformed by
the renewing of our minds. When we stand
firm in our position and declare the Word,
the Holy Spirit begins to manifest real and
tangible power in our lives.

If our faith stops merely at “forgiveness
of sins,” it remains a servant’s faith that
worships God only from afar as an object of
reverence. But the purpose of the incar-
nation and the cross is to make us children
of God and the bride of Christ. The Lord has
entered into an inseparable relationship of
life with us—a union as intimate as that of
husband and wife.

God desires that as we live in this
world, we cast all our anxieties and worries
upon the Lord and fully delight in Him who
dwells within us. It does not matter if we
have no worldly education or possessions.
If only “I” die, Jesus—my Creator and
Redeemer who Llives in me—will be
revealed and make all things new. May we
truly realize the deep meaning of today’s
Scripture and live a life of faith that
experiences and walks in that truth in our
daily lives.
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