NASUNGCHURCH.NET IssUE 95

EjeE

FEBRUARY 22, 2026

Sermon of the Week:
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Receiving the Firstborn’s Blessing o

Passage: Genesis 27:1-10 (ESV)
Date: February 8, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Genesis 27 describes when an aged,
blind Isaac—who is near death and
unable to clearly distinguish between
his sons—asks Esau to hunt and
prepare a "delicacy” for him in order to
receive his final blessing as is his
birthright as the firstborn son. However,
remembering God’s promise, Rebekah
dresses her younger son Jacob in Esau’s
clothes and covers his smooth hands
with goatskins in order to disguise him
as Esau. She prepares the delicacy that
Isaac loves and sends Jacob to serve it
first, so that he will receive the blessing
of the firstborn instead of Esau. From a
human perspective, this may appear to
be deception and lies, but from the
biblical point of view, it was a desire to
go beyond the falsehood of the world
and obtain the divine truth that comes
from God, along with the birthright.

In this passage, the “delicacy” that
Isaac_enjoyed carries deep spiritual
5|ﬂn|ﬁcance. It symbolizes Jesus Christ,
who took on flesh for humanity and
became the sacrificial offering on the
cross. The basis for God the Father's
blessln?s on the entire earth is
precisely because He delights in this
delicacy, Jesus Christ. Jacob received
the blessing through this delicacy and
lived his entire life for the birthright.
Just as the ‘bi‘rthrifght was more

recious than life itself to the people of
srael in those days, for us today, the
birthri%ht means receiving God’s life
through faith in Jesus Christ and
obtaining eternal life.

_ The world we live in is a place
without hope. Once born, a person will
ultimately die and go to the grave.Even
if someone becomes wealthy or rises to
the presidency and gains honor, none of
it can bring us hope in the face of
death. Human beings also instinctively
possess a conscience; when they sin,
they inevitably suffer and live in
anxiety. The only way to escape this
desperate fate is to obtain the
birthright of God’s inheritance.

Just as Isaac, whose eyes were dim,
acknowledged Jacob as Esau and
blessed him; God declares us sinners to
be “righteous”. Though we still sin and
have many shortcomings, God does not
look at our sinfulness but at the

righteousness of Jesus Christ, who shed
His blood for wus. Because Jesus
resolved all our sins on the cross 2,000
years ago, the moment that we believe
in this truth, we become God’s children
and are born again as new people.

To be born again means to be born
anew with the life of Jesus, in addition
to the physical life received from our
Barents. For a born-again believer, the

ible is no longer a dull book but
spiritual “daily bread” that must be
eaten every day. Words that once were
unpleasant to read or hard to
understand now become food that
Ewes life to the spirit and the soul.
urthermore, a born-again person’s
speech changes. Those who were once
fluent in gossip, criticizing others, and
losing their temper in the world often
become mute before God’s Word. Yet
when new life comes, the habits of the
old self gradually fall silent, and the
mouth\/c\;/pens to speak and testify about
God's Word. This is the evidence of
being born again.

When the people of Israel passed
through the wilderness and entered
the land of Canaan, God said, “Every
place that the sole of your foot will
tread upon | have given to you.” This
serves as a foreshadowing for us today.
The true Canaan is Jesus Christ within
us. The Jesus of 2,000 years ago
seemed far away, but today, He comes
into us through the Holy Spirit and
abides as life. He has become my
husband, my Father, my life—my
everything. The life of a believer is
entrusting everything to the Lord who
dwells within. Do not accept the
negative thoughts that arise in your
mind as your own, as they are thoughts
from Satan. When difficult times or
sickness come, do not hold onto them
with anxiety and let them drag you
down. Declare instead, "Satan, depart! |
am a child of God!" and fight.

Though Jacob was not perfect and
had human flaws, he was willing to risk
being stoned to death in order to
obtain the birthright. Today, we must
firmly hold on to this right of the
firstborn—that is, eternal life and the
status of righteousness obtained in
Jesus. Do not be deceived by your
feelings or circumstances, but believe
the truth of the Word that God has
declared.

May you live each day as a
victorious life of blessing, with the life
ofJ?sus flowing through your spirit and
soul.
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