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Sermon of the Week:

A Dream in the Wilderness

Passage: Genesis 28:10-19 (ESV)
Date: February 15, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Although Jacob gained the birthright
by deceiving his father and brother, he
could not remain at home because he
feared for his life. So he fled to his uncle’s
house far away. On the way, in the
wilderness, he took a stone, put it under
his head as a pillow and fell asleep.
There he dreamed a dream.

When Jacob, unable to find a place to
shelter in the wilderness, took a “stone”
from the roadside and made it his pillow.
This represents when he felt the
“despair” that there was nothing he
could do with his own strength; that was
when the dream from heaven began.

This wilderness symbolizes severe
illness or moments of deep suffering in
our lives—places from which we feel we
can never escape. Yet, it is precisely there
that God is alive.Just as Jacob awoke and
confessed, “Surely the LORD is in this
place, and | did not know it”, we must
come to realize that our painful present
reality is, in fact, where we find God’s
house and the gate of heaven.

Jesus said, “The Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head” This is not
merely a lament that there was no place
to sleep. A head must rest upon a body.
The Lord was waiting for the “body of
Christ,” that is, the church, which would
be brought forth through His death on
the cross and His resurrection. When the
desires of the flesh die within us and
on%/Jesus remains—when the “pure body
of Christ”is formed—then the Lord finally
lays His head upon us and rests.

The ladder that Jacob saw in his

dream stood on the earth and its top
reached to heaven. This divine bridge
was not initiated by human effort but by
God’s gracious initiative. Because God
loved us, He first made His dwelling on
this earth through His only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ. The ladder represents
Christ the mediator, who connects God
to humanity and earthly beings to
heavenly ones. Through Him, we come to
experience the mystery of the ‘gate of
heaven”, where the abundant blessings
of heaven flow freely into our lives.

God made us from “the dust from the
ground” Though our lives are like dust—
worthless and easily crumbled—the Lord
makes us into stones and ultimately
fashions us into precious jewels. The
stone that Jacob used as a pillow
Erovided him rest and comfort. But when

e set it up as a pillar, it became a tool
for building and memorializing God’s
resence. In the same way, we are no
onger to live merely for our own
comfort and security; we must be
transformed into pillars that support and
uphold God’s temple.

Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day
by day. Do not be deceived by worldly
knowledge or false emotions arising
from the flesh. Hold firmly only to the
Word of God. Just as Jacob’s suffering
changed him to become lIsrael (a prince
of God), the difficulties that come upon
us are gracious opportunities to restore
us into the image of God.

Jacob poured oil on top of the pillar;
this symbolizes the work of the Holy
Spirit. Only when there is the anointing
of the Holy Spirit does that place
become “Bethel”, the house of God. When
we become God’s temple and the Holy
Spirit dwells within us, we gain a
spiritual authority that is not shaken
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even amid the storms of the world.
That “I", that is like dust, becomes a
stone and then a pillar in order to form
the house of God. This process is
symbolized by Jacob's dream and
ultimately, it represents our own
dreams.

Worship is not merely gathering in
a sanctuary for one hour on Sunday. If
we behave like angels in church but
go home and lose our temper and
quarrel, that is idolatry. True worship is
when our bodies become the temple
and we live in obedience to the voice
of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives, not
just on Sunday. Jesus must live and
move within me, and that life must
become a testimony. When “I” have
been crucified and it is no longer “I"
who live, but Christ who lives in me,
then the blessing of Abraham will be
fulfilled, in which everyone who meets
me will be blessed through His life in
me.

Jacob’s dream is the revelation of
Jesus Christ. It is the dream that in
Christ we become eternally one with
God. Eternal rest is found in this place
of the dream, “Bethel”. The dream that
Jacob dreamed is also the dream given
to us today.

Therefore, do not despair thinking
“my life is worthless like dust”. God will
transform us from stones into jewels.
The blessing given to us will cause us
to become a channel through which
God testifies that He is alive; and it is
this testimony that becomes the
evidence of His life in us. The true
blessing is that everyone who meets
us may become spiritually alive. We
must boldly go before the Lord today
and believe that this work will be
accomplished in us according to His
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