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Sermon of the Week:
How God Trains Us Through Our Suffering

Passage: Genesis 29:1-12 (ESV)
Date: February 22, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Countless ﬂeople today, burdened
by their fallen human nature, have lost
hope and wander in discouragement
and fear. No matter how hard they
strive for happiness, they never truly
understand what it is—and so the lives
of worldly people are spent chasin
after things, only to reach the en
empty-handed. This earth is nothing
more than a waiting room where we
obtain a train ticket to our eternal
homeland, the Kingdom of God, and is
a grave where we are buried when we
die. Beyond these two things, this
world holds no meaning in itself. When
people are ignorant of this truth, they
spend their lives making useless plans
and deceiving themselves.

Jacob tried to achieve his own goals
by deceiving his father and brother, but
he eventually grew exhausted, lost
hope, and found himself fleeing to his
uncle's house. In that desolate
wilderness, sleeping on a stone for a
pillow, God revealed a startling
revelation to Jacob through a dream.
The dream revealed that a worthless
life like Jacob's could become an
eternal jewel in Christ—the house of
God and the gate of heaven. Jacob
finally discovered that the miserable
field where he lay was none other than
Bethel, the gate leading to God. Yet,
even after realizing this profound truth,
Jacob quickly reverted to his fleshly
nature and made a conditional vow to
God: "If you give me food to eat and
clothes to wear and bring me safely

back to my father's house, then the
Lord will be my God". This mirrors our
own faith; even after receiving the
light of revelation, we quickly slip back
into worldly thoughts and cling to the
basic anxieties of making a living.

God does not merely give Jacob
%Lorlous dreams; He begins training

im to break him and make him into a

person worthy of the purpose of those
dreams. This training requires the
death of the old self (the ego). To enlist
Jacob into the ‘comprehensive boot
camp” of his uncle Laban’s house, God
used the people around Jacob as His
instruments: Isaac, Rebekah, and even
Esau, who had wanted to kill him. In
the same way, our spouses, businesses,
illnesses, and children to_dam.are tools
that God uses to place us in His "prison”
for training. God leads us into death,
saying: "If you die, | — who am within
{'Ou — will become you and live your
ife”. The fact that Jacob so easily
encountered Laban and Rachel was
due to God's sovereign guidance, a sign
that He has already perfectly prepared
every instrument (every trial and
circumstance) for our training.

A life of faith can feel difficult
when we needlessly wander and
exhaust ourselves by trying to find our
own way without realizing that Jesus
has already paved the path for us. That

ath has already been completed by
esus. When we discover the path of
these already laid-down "train tracks"—
the truth that we have died and risen
together with Christ—prayer becomes
easier and praise comes naturally.
Instead of praying for our own will to
be fulfilled, we live a life of trusting
what has already been answered,; thus,
manifesting the victory of the Lord.

Jacob chose Rachel, the woman he
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loved, but God chose Leah. Life
becomes complicated when people
try to assert their freedom to choose
and pursue their own desires. Jacob
had to serve 14 years to obtain
Rachel and was utterl%'broken by the
bitter rivalry among his four wives
and their children. He reached a
miserable state where, after working
in the fields all day, he didn't even
have authority over his own
household. Yet, God does not focus
on Jacob's flaws; He pays attention
only to His own purpose. To break
Jacob's cunning nature, God placed
him with Laban, who was even more
cunning, and  humbled Jacob
completely until he transformed into
"Israel”. In" the same way, every trial,
everE( setback, every opposition in
our [ives has one purpose: to crucify
the old self within us, so that only
God's will may be manifested.

The reason God chose us is not to
fulfill our fleshly desires, but so that
the life of Jesus might unfold
through us.When God looks at us, He
already sees us as His Son, Jesus.
Even when we make mistakes or fall
into sin during our training, our
identity as children of God is never
revoked. When Satan condemns us,
God is pleased when we boldly
declare, "l am a child of God”. No
matter what kind of life we have
lived on this earth, when we believe
that we have already been made
clean by the blood of Jesus, we can
give thanks. Through the death and
resurrection of Christ, we have
become children of God and we must
hold fast to this truth: that we are
new creations in Christ.
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