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Sermon of the Week:

From the Arms of Forgiveness Back to Our Own Devices

Passage: Genesis 33:1-10 (ESV)
Date: March 8, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

The life of Abraham, whom we call
the father of faith, is not merely a story
from the past but is God's Word spoken to
us, who live in an age of faith. God called
Abraham and made promises to him
through His Word, and what this story
reveals is that it is not man who fulfills
the Word, but God Himself who spoke it.
Therefore, faith is not about what | do for
God, but it is the process of God per-
sonally fulfilling His Word in our lives.

When people hear God's Word, their
instinct is to think, "l must keep this”. But
fallen humanity has absolutely no ability
to keep God's word on its own. When we
try to fulfill the Word through our own
strength, we create an “Ishmael”. Abra-
ham likely considered Ishmael as a
blessing, but God commanded him to
‘cast him out” The righteousness created
by man be-comes a curse before God and
a form of pride that blocks the path to
Jesus Christ.

God waited until Abraham was 100
years old and had no strength left. At the
very end of his despair, when Abraham
could only confess,"l can do nothing”, God
gave him Isaac through the power of His
Word. Isaac symbolizes Jesus Christ. The
birth of Jesus, the Son of God, within us
happens when we realize that we are
sinners and weaklings who can do no-
tLh]lng; it is then that He comes into us as

ife.

Jacob’s life demonstrates what "God’s
election” truly means. We may feel we are
here by our own will, but God chose and
called us before the creation of the world.

pillow, God appeared and declared: "l am
with you and will keep you wherever you
Eo, and will bring you back to this land.

or | will not leave you until | have done
what | have promised you" [Genesis
28:15]. In short, God was saying: | will
make you into the image of my Son,
Jesus. This is the purpose for which God
elected us.

Even after salvation, we often wan-
der like Jacob, failing to trust God and
relying on the flesh. But God does not
leave us there. At the ford of the Jabbok,
God wrestled with Jacob through the
night, and then struck his hip socket. A
broken hip meant Jacob could no longer
run away or even stand on his own.

God makes us spiritually lame. He
breaks our worldly hopes and drives us
into circumstances we don’t like. We
often pray for God to change our sit-
uation, but God does not quickly fix them.
Without those painful environments, our
ugly egos and greedy cravings would
never be exposed. God wants us to dis-
cover our true selves, so He breaks our
stubborn selves. Then, He leads us to a
place of surrender where we have no
choice but to cling to the Lord alone.

When Jacob heard that his brother
Esau was coming with 400 men, he was
filled with fear and distress. He arranged
his wives and children in order, resorting
to creating human shields until the very
end. But Esau—whom Jacob expected to
come and kill him—ran to him, embraced
him and wept.

Yet, even after experiencing this grace,
Jacob lingered at Succoth, bwldin% him-
self a house and making shelters for his
livestock. This represents a faith still Liv-
ed for oneself, still consumed by per-
sonal worry. But God's intended desti-
nation was never Succoth; it was Bethel.
Bethel is the #)Lace where we no longer

0

house of God and live in union with the
Lord.

All the misery in our lives comes
from not knowing who we are and not
knowing who God is. Because we do
not realize how fallen we are after
eating from the tree of knowledge, we
live as if we are God. Furthermore, we
often view God only as a judge who
Elunishes sin, failing to understand why

e became man. We cannot imagine a
God who became "me" to solve all my
problems and lives within me to be-
come my Master.

Eternal life is knowing the only
true God and Jesus Christ whom He
sent. This "knowing" is not mere in-
tellectual knowledge—it is the ex-
Eerience of becoming one with the

ord, just as a husband and wife be-
come one flesh. "l in Christ, and Christ
in me": this alone must be the singular
hope and purpose of our lives. We must
be certain that the suffering we are
enduring right now is God's work,
designed to lead us quickly to Jesus.
The Lord is alive today and continues
to lead us.

New English Sermons!

We would like to announce a new
audio series on YouTube featuring
English translations of key sermons
from Genesis.

We hope that this series serves as
a valuable resource for personal me-
ditation, spiritual fellowship and out-
reach for English-speaking children,
EM (English Ministry) members, and
the English-speaking community.
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