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Sermon of the Week:
From Shechem to Bethel: The Journey of Restoration

Passage: Genesis 35:1-8 (ESV)
Date: March 22, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

God created all things in the uni-
verse, and the pinnacle of all creation
is humanity, made in His image and
likeness. The purpose of that creation
is for people to become God's dwell-
mglplace: His "temple”, This is the cen-
tral theme that runs from Genesis to
Revelation.

The purpose of the Exodus in the
Old Testament was also to build God's
temple. The Israelites were able to
survive 40 years in the wilderness only
because God pitched His tent among
them_and dwelt with them. When the
New Testament refers to “the Word be-
coming flesh and dwelt among us,” it
means that He "pitched His tabernacle”
in our midst. The church, born through
the Lord’s death and resurrection, ulfi-
mately reaches its completion as the
"New Jerusalem’, the perfected temple.
Though God is Spirit and has no form or
appearance, He needs a vessel—a human
being made in His image, a living tem-
ple—through which to express His wis-
dom, power, peace, and will.

If the prayers you bring before God
are merely requests to satisfy the desires
of E/our fallen flesh, those requests are
truly made in vain. God is not here to
fulfill our physical cravings. The reason
He called us is to give usthe ‘complete
salvation” prepared through the death
and resurrection of His only Son, Jesus.

The moment we believe in Jesus,
our spirit is saved. But God's purpose
does not end with the salvation of the
spirit. That salvation is the starting

Boint for building the Church as the
body of Chrlst;[|ust as bricks are made
in order to build a house. A brick that
is never used to build anything is
useless and discarded. God’sci)urpose
is_for those who are saved to be
joined to the body of Christ and built
up as His temple.

_ The greatest idol we must remove
in order to become a true temple is
our own "self"; the ego that ate from
the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil and became an embodiment
of Satan. Man, as the image of God,
was originally meant to be entirely
dependeént on God, but fallen man has
made itself self-sufficient, becoming its
own independent master.

_As long as 'I" am alive, even if the
spirit is saved, the soul remajns un-
saved. A person whose self is still alive
cannot become a true member of the
body within the Church.As long as m
pride, reputation, and ego are alive,
cannot receive the testimony of others
or share in the su[)ply of life that the
Lord provides. Only when "|" die can
we be connected like cells forming a
bde. Why did Jesus have to die? Pre-
cisely to put to death that "false
master'—the self—that had seated
itself in God's place.

~ Jacob spent his whole life using
his wit to deceive his uncle, his
brother, and his father, accumulating
wealth ‘and chasing after happiness.
However, it was only when his da-
u%hter Dinah suffered a tragedk( in
Shechem and his family faced life-
threatening danger that he realized
the limits of his own wisdom. At that
moment God commanded him: "Arise
and ﬂo up to Bethel." Bethel means
"the house of God." Jacob now under-
stood that he existed not for his own

happiness but for God's house, and
he made thorougph preparations.

First, he said, "Put away the foreign
gods” We must cast aside the things
we have loved and treasured above
God, such as our ambitions and
greed, which have replaced Him.
~ Second, "Purify yourselves’. Be-
lieving that we are God's temple, we
must cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of the body and spirit.

Third, "Change your garments’.
Clothing represents character and
the way of life. This means castin
off the old habits of living accord-
ing to the desires of the flesh and
Futtlng on Christ as a new way of
iving. Burying the earrings in the
ground signifies discarding the old
nature and habits of trying to make
oneself look attractive to the world.

~ When Jacob buried all the for-
eign idols under the oak tree and
set out for Bethel, God caused a
great fear to fall on the surrounding
towns so that no one pursued them.
When we take our rightful position
and go up to Bethel toward God's
Eugaose, the forces of Satan cannot

nd an opening to attack us. Even if
the circumstances are still frighten-
ing, peace comes to the heart when
Qurh{elatlonshlp with the Lord is set
right.

God’s purpose in calling you is
for you to become a holy temple: to
be united with God and to manifest
Him. Every day, surrender your old
self to the cross. May your entire
spirit,soul,and body become a com-
plete Bethel that houses God, so
that the Lord may reveal His glory
through you.
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