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Sermon of the Week:
It Is Finished: The Complete Work of the Cross

Passage: Isaiah 53:1-6 (ESV)
Date: March 29, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

It is truly blessed news that God creat-
ed man in His own image and likeness. His
purpose was to enter into people and
become one with them. However, Satan
came and deceived man with a lie: "If you
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, you will become like God." After
man fell for that temptation, ate the fruit,
and fell, three terrible problems arose
within us.

First is the problem with God. The mo-
ment we were deceived by Satan’s lie and
turned away from God, Satan entered into
us. Just as Jesus said, "Your father is the
devil,” human beings became cursed en-
tities who, once born, have no other path
than the one leading to the grave.

Second is the problem within our own
existence. The moment we ate the fruit,
Satan deceived us saying, "You are the
master of your own life." This is the curse of
all curses. Since | am the master, | must
carry all anxieties, worries, and concerns on
my own. A life of struggling to climb toward
heights that can never be reached is itself a
curse.

Humans became the embodiment of
Satan—that is, we became like devils. Nor-
mally, we seem fine, but when someone
provokes us, our true nature comes out. We
are surprised when we discover how much
evil is within us. The apostle Paul laments,
"Wretched man that | am!" because we are
distressed by the reality of the conflict
within us: wanting to do good while con-
stantly committing sin.

Third is the problem of our relationship
with Satan, who works within us through
the power of death. Because of these three

problems, nothing remained for humanity
but eternal destruction.

God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son. He alone can
redeem us. This is the only way.Jesus Christ
is the true God and the true man. The
redemption of Christ is the completion of
salvation. Redemption is composed of five
processes: God becoming man and coming
to us, dying on the cross, resurrecting in
three days, ascending to the heavenly
throne, and coming again. Because of this
work of Jesus' gospel, we have freely be-
come children of God.

When people ate the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil, they became
pessimistic beings. This is the essence of
the curse. As we have fallen into a state of
cynicism and sin, we've become resistant to
believing the Word of God. Christianity is a
religion of faith. It is believing the Word
which calls me “righteous” even though |
have committed nothing but sin.Just as we
were all in Adam when that one man
sinned and thus became sinners, likewise,
when the one person Jesus Christ died on
the cross and resurrected, we died and
resurrected together in Him. Although
Adam alone sinned, we were all in him,and
so we all became sinners. Likewise, al-
though Jesus Christ alone died on the cross
and rose again, we died and rose together
in Him. We are all forgiven in Christ.
Believing in this truth is faith.

The reason Jesus was pierced and
crushed on the cross was because of our
transgressions (personal sins) and iniqui-
ties (original sin). Because the Lord re-
ceived punishment in our place, peace
came to us and our illnesses have been
healed. The Bible declares this in the past
tense, as something already accomplished.
When we receive this truth by faith, the
negative emotions within us retreat and a
positive world of faith opens up.

The reason that real power does not

manifest in our lives is because we do
not believe. We are so filled with neg-
ativity that we resist receiving the good
news. And so God sometimes allows
illness to come upon us, or permits us to
be disappointed by the things of the
world. The flesh suffers, but this is a
blessing. It is only when our ego is bro-
ken through suffering that the Word of
Scripture begins to be heard. It is said
that suffering is beneficial because
through that suffering, one comes to
know the Lord’s statutes.

The Lord solved the problem of our
sinful nature by crucifying our ‘old self”
with Him on the cross. One who lives
with this faith is one who lives by
believing that Christ lives within them.
The fundamental problem within each of
us was solved on the cross.

When the life of the cross enters, a
remarkable change takes place. Before
this occurs, worldly success and material
things were the goals of life, but when
the life of Jesus becomes abundant wit-
hin us, those worldly things crumble
away. A confession like that of the
Apostle Paul comes forth: "The world has
been crucified to me, and | to the world."
Now, life becomes one that boasts in
Jnothing except the cross of the Lord
esus.

Satan works within us through the
power of death, so a person who is a
sinner is always afraid of death. But, when
Jesus died on the cross, He also destroyed
Satan,who held the power of death.Jesus
judged and cast out Satan through the
cross. The Lord solved every problem on
the cross—our sins, the old self, lusts, the
power of Satan,and even the ways of the
world, and declared, "It is finished."

This message of the cross is an
eternal truth. May you be abundantly
blessed as you receive this truth through
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