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Sermon of the Week: CHGTIE
More Than Knowledge: A Living Relationship with God Of ;

Passage: Genesis 36: 1-8 (ESV)
Date: April 12,2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Abraham's son lIsaac had twin sons,
the elder was Esau and the younger was
Jacob; Jacob represents the people who
belong to heaven, while Esau represents
the people who belong to the earth.
Genesis 56 records the genealogy of Esau,
who did not value the importance of his
birthright and sold it for a single bowl of
lentil stew to satisfy his flesh. His
descendants are those who have no
interest in the invisible spiritual world
and only acknowledge the present
reality—the world that is visible to the
eye.

Even within the church toda%/, two
kinds of people exist. Many seek to form a
relationship only with the "historical
Jesus” who came in the flesh 2,000 years
ago, preached the gospel in the land of
Judea, and healed the sick. It takes only a
few months of studying biblical
knowledge to learn about where Jesus
was born and what good deeds He did.
However, the Word of God is not mere
knowledge.The Lord said, The words that
| have spoken to you are spirit and life.”

We must truly encounter the spirit
and life hidden within the words. Even if
we talk all day about the cross, if the life
within it does not touch us, it remains
nothing  more  than  conceptual
knowledge.Jesus came 2,000 years ago in
the flesh to solve the problem of our sin
and death on the cross, and now He
dwells within us as the Spirit. What
matters is having a "living relationship” —
how the livin%Jesus guides me today and
how He elps me in difficult

circumstances. Though Christians dwell
in earthly bodies, they are primarily
citizens of heaven—attuned to a divine
voice and fueled by a joy and peace that
transcends this world.

When God revealed Himself, He said,
" am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." The God of
these three patriarchs reflects the
distinct work of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit; it is through the union of these
three expressions of grace that a
believer's life is made whole.

Abraham means "father of many’,and
he represents God the Father who
chooses, calls, and provides for us.
Abraham'’s faith begins with "departure” —
leaving his homeland, his relatives, and
his father's house, and laying down even
his own child and wife in obedience to
the Word of God. He lived in tents all his
life, yet spent a great sum to prepare a
burial place for his deceased wife. This
was not for the sake of the perishable
flesh, but because he believed in the
‘resurrection” to come. We, too, must cast
everything of the flesh onto the cross and
h?lGd gnto our true identity as those born
of Go

Isaac was not born of human desire
but was the son born through God's
promise when Abraham was 100 years
old. This symbolizes Jesus Christ, the
Word who became flesh. Isaac’s life was
defined by two words: ‘obedience” and
‘enjoyment”. He obeyed his father to the
point of becoming a burnt offering on
Mount Moriah. Furthermore, he refused
to fight. When the Philistines took his
wells, he simply vyielded and went
elsewhere to dig again. This is the
meekness of Jesus. A life that enjoys what
the Father has prepared rather than what
one has earned through one’s own
efforts—this is the blessing Christians are

meant to enjoy.

Jacob was a man who cared only
for himself and went about deceiving
others, but the Holy Spirit followed him
to the end to teach him; finally striking
his hip socket by the ford of Jabbok and
transforming him into “Israel”. He
represents the story of how God the
Holy Spirit is the one who transforms
us. Even if the spirit is saved, if the soul
(the “self”) remains alive, it cannot
receive the Lord's governance. Just as
the apostle Paul confessed, "l die daily’,
it is only when my “self” dies, the Holy
Spirit dwelling within me comes to
govern the deeds of my body.

Merely attending a church is not
faith in itself. Christianity is not a
religion that demands humans to do
something good or bring offerings to
God. That is the nature of other
religions  like  Buddhism. True
Christianity is "receiving by faith” what
God has already accomplished in Jesus,
not what we offer to God. We must
accept this truth—not as knowledge
but as life —that "I have been
redeemed by the blood of Jesus,""| have
been set free from sin through the
death of Jesus,” and "l have become a
new creation in Christ”. The faith of
Abraham, the  obedience and
enjoyment of Isaac, and the
transformation of Jacob must become
ours as well.

For if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live. We
must let this truth take full hold of us
today. Even now, God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are alive and dwelling
within us. This is the era in which our
souls are being saved. May we be filled
vaithbthe faith of Abraham, Isaac, and
acob.
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