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Sermon of the Week:

The Shadow and the Substance: Joseph and Jesus

Passage: Genesis 37:1-11 (ESV)
Date: April 19, 2026

Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Jacob’s long and troubled journey was
the outward manifestation of a stubborn
heart—a life shaped by his own thoughts,
his own wisdom, and his own will. In the
same way, the lives we lead today are
simply the outward manifestation of our
inner thoughts, desires, and will.

After losing his beloved wife Rachel,
Jacob likely wanted to live out the rest of
his days in peace. Yet, there remained
something unresolved within him: prejudice
and favoritism. Because Joseph was the son
of his old age, Jacob loved him more
deeply than his other sons and made him
a coat of many colors. This became the
seed of hatred and resentment among the
brothers.

This mirrors the state of humanity
after eating the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil — a state in which "I" became
the master. Loving some more and
disliking others according to my own
preferences, thoughts, and judgments is
precisely a reveals a deep-rooted broken-
ness within us. Only when the "self" dies
through the cross of Jesus do we begin to
see others through His eyes. Only then
does a relationship of discernment and
love, rather than judgment, take shape.

Joseph earned his brothers' hatred by
reporting their wrongdoings to his father,
and that hatred reached its peak through
the dreams he shared. The dream of
sheaves, the sun, moon, and stars bowing
to him — from a human perspective, this
was something to envy; but from God's
perspective, it was the history of salvation

yet to be fulfilled.

Dreams carry three meanings for a
person. The first is the value of one's
existence. The second is the driving force
of life that enables one to overcome
hardship. The third is the goal of life. After
Joseph dreamed his dreams, he came to
understand the purpose of his life and
gained a boldness that refused to yield to
reality. If we possess a life that is reborn
through the Word of God, that must
become our dream. We should not dream
of the perishable things of this world;
rather, becoming like Jesus and being
united with Him must be the true goal of
our lives.

The life of Joseph is a foreshadowing
of what Jesus Christ would come to do.Just
as Joseph received his father's exclusive
love, Jesus was acknowledged by God as
'my beloved Son” The fact that Joseph
wore the coat of many colors — a garment
of nobility — and tended sheep as a
shepherd is a foreshadow of Jesus, who
would come as both the King and the
Good Shepherd.

The reasons the brothers hated Joseph
also mirror the ministry of Jesus. Just as
Joseph reported his brothers' sins to his
father, Jesus came as the Light and
exposed the darkness and sin of the world,
therefore He was hated by sinners. Just as
the brothers sold Joseph for 20 pieces of
silver and sent him to an unjust prison,
Jesus was also sold for 30 pieces of silver
and suffered an unjust death on the cross.

Yet Joseph passed through the
suffering of prison and became the prime
minister of Egypt, and Jesus, through the
cross and resurrection, became the Lord of
all lords and ascended to the heavenly
throne. The fact that Joseph became a
ruler who saved his brothers shows the
victory of Jesus Christ, who through the
death of the cross and resurrection saved
us and made us new creations. Just as
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Joseph's dream became reality, we too
must believe that we have been reborn
in the Lord as those who rule over the
world.

God is the One who provides a
solution every time human beings
create a problem. Satan persistently
tries to corrupt humanity and drive them
toward death, but God gave His solution
in that very place of death — the sacrifice
of the Lamb. Through this sacrifice, God
brought forth life that the enemy could
not extinguish; the devil cannot imitate
the resurrection because that is the
domain of God alone.

Jacob, believing Joseph to be dead,
wept bitterly and cried out that he
would go down to his son in mourning
to Sheol. This is the final image of
humanity without hope. But within God's
will, Joseph had not died — rather, he
was becoming the prime minister of
Egypt, preparing to save his family and
his people. In the same way, God takes
even the evil actions and mistakes of
human beings and turns them
completely around into grace. He causes
grace to abound all the more where sin
abounds.

Today, many Christians believe in
Jesus only through knowledge. But
knowledge merely makes a person
proud — it does not give spiritual Life. We
must eat the Word. We must eat the
Word so that we are gradually
transformed into Jesus. God has already
cleansed us through the blood of Jesus.
Do not trust your emotions or your flesh;
rely solely on the Word of God. It is my
earnest desire that this extraordinary
blessing—the transformation of the very
foundation of your faith into "becoming
Jesus—becomes a reality among us
téh(opgh the precious work of the Holy

pirit.
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