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Sermon of the Week:

Waiting Upon the Lord's Timing

Passage: Genesis 40: 1-14 (ESV)
Date: May 24, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

In the eyes of God, human history is
distilled into just two figures: Adam, the first
man, and Jesus, the last Adam. These are the
two representative individuals through
whom God views humanity. Yet today, eight
billion people use worldly logic to distance
themselves from Christ and ask how a
crucifixion and resurrection from 2,000
years ago could possibly matter to them.
This illusion of "l am the master of my own
life; | am my own god” was born the very
moment humanity listened to the devil and
ate the forbidden fruit. This is the deep,
stubborn toxin that has infected mankind.

God brought the hopeless old creation
of Adam to an end and started a new
creation through Jesus. Jesus died on the
cross because God included all of us in Him.
Because of the sin and death inside of us, He
put us to death along with Jesus, and when
He resurrected, we were resurrected with
Him. Just as we automatically became
sinners because of Adam, we have
automatically become righteous because of
1c:)r]ehman,Jesus. This is the core of Christian
aith.

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. This declaration is
spoken about you, the saints. Instead of
giving in to our ever-changing feelings or
hardships, we must boldly declare the
unchanging reality of the Word with our
mouths. This new creation has nothing to do
with worldly metrics of success; it is a
transformed identity born of the holy,
incorruptible seed of God’s own life. When
the light of this salvation truly takes root, it
births a hope and a joy within us that the
world can neither give nor take away-—

leaving us so profoundly changed that it
becomes impossible not to share it.

Genesis 40 unfolds within the suffo-
cating gloom of a royal prison. Confined
there, two of Pharaoh's chief officials are left
deeply troubled and anxious by unsettling
dreams. Yet in the midst of this misery,
Joseph—though unjustly enslaved and im-
prisoned himself—steps forward with bold
assurance: “Do not interpretations belong to
God? Tell me your dreams.” Joseph could
speak with such confidence because he was
anchored by a divine hope and joy that
completely transcended his bleak circum-
stances.

Unbelievers live only in the visible
physical world, the “first-floor world,” and
worry as though they will die if they have no
money. Believers, however, are not trapped
on the first floor. They are "second-floor
people” who operate from the spiritual re-
alm, possessing the authority to govern the
physical world below. The Lord does not
choose the smart and well-born of the
world, but chooses the weak and down-
trodden in order to shame the wise. There-
fore, saints must step forward as bold
spiritual guides, using the Lord’s indwelling
wisdom to bring refreshing clarity and
solultc}ons to the broken lives of those in the
world.

The essence of the dreams Joseph
interpreted was ultimately about “death and
resurrection after three days”. This truth is
the only key that solves all of life's problems.
Even Jesus' great resurrection began only
after He was completely forsaken and br-
eathed His last breath. The Lord's new life
works only when the old creation is com-
pletely ended.

God could have made Joseph the prime
minister immediately, but He kept him in
prison. The prison was not a place of cap-
tivity, but God’s blessed training camp and
the cross where He breaks the idol called
“self,” the toxin of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil within us. Unless the old
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self is broken, one can never become a
ruler.

Although Joseph asked the official for
help once he left the prison, the official
completely forgot about him, but this was
God's precise providence. If Joseph had
been released earlier, he would have
merely returned to his hometown. God
was keeping Joseph in prison while
waiting for the exact moment when
Egypt’s Pharaoh would awaken from a
dream that would turn the entire nation
upside down. Therefore, when difficult
circumstances seem to continue into
prolonged suffering, believers should not
complain, but quietly wait, saying, “Thank
You, God; let Your will be done”

For believers who have received the
life of Jesus Christ, the world’s contempt
and persecution are certain to follow. Just
as Joseph was sold as soon as he shared
his dream, the Lord was led into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil
immediately after His baptism, and David
faced Saul’s sword soon after his victory
when he killed Goliath. The moment that
we are born again, the world and the old
self become our enemies and persecute
us.

However, believers should not regard
the world’s rejection as a misfortune. We
should have this bold attitude: “You are
dead to me,and | am finished with you.My
only way to live is through Jesus.” No
matter how fiercely Satan assaults us,
these attacks ultimately become nothing
more than tools to complete God’s will.
God even uses those attacks to break the
old self and accomplish His precious
purpose.When we deny our flesh and take
up our own cross, the Lord’s will is fully
accomplished. Like Joseph, even in prison,
may you never lose your joy, may you
interpret the truth of the cross to the
world, and may abundant blessings
overflow as you reveal only the life of
Jesus through your lives.
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