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Sermon of the Week:
God Uses Our Problems to Reveal Christ

Passage: Genesis 44: 1-14 (ESV)
Date: June 21, 2026
Pastor: Dong Suk Chung

Core theme: God does not
promise to remove our trials—He
uses them to bring us to Christ.
Like Joseph's brothers, we often
search for solutions in the wrong
places. True peace comes not
from better circumstances, but
from surrendering ourselves fully
to Jesus. When the "old self"dies,
Christ lives through us, and every
problem — personal, family, and
beyond — finds its answer in Him.

In Genesis 44,Joseph tests his brothers
one last time by having his silver cup
secretly placed In Benjamin's sack and
accusing him of theft. The brothers are
devastated by the possibility of losing the
son their father could not live without. This
moment becomes a turning point. One
brother, Judah, begs to be taken as a slave
in Benjamin's place, pleading that his
father will die of grief if the boy does not
return. Judah's heart had finally become
one with his father's love and grief. The
brothers' long ordeal had stripped away
their egos and brought them to genuine
repentance. It was only when they reached
this point that Joseph revealed himself.

These harsh trials were not acts of
malice, but were designed to break their

stubborn wills, bring them to deep
repentance, and align their hearts with
their fathers. In the same way, the
discipline and hardships we face are
intentional tools used by God to strip away
our self-reliance and draw us Into a
desperate, beautiful dependency on Christ.

God is not primarily concerned with
altering our circumstances; He is focused
on transforming us. Scripture tells us not
to worry about what we will eat or drink or
wear but to seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things will be
added to us. God is not indifferent to our
needs; He simply knows that changed
hearts produce changed lives.

Humanity's deepest crisis began in the
Garden.Humans were formed in God's own
image and likeness, intended to be the
very place where He would dwell on earth,
but that original purpose was distorted
when people turned away from Him.
Without Christ, we live as creatures caught
between what we were made to be and
what sin has made us. No amount of
wealth, education, or favorable conditions
can fix this. Only receiving Jesus Christ will
resolve it at the root.

True peace begins when we recognize
our identity as new creations. Through the
cross, our old, self-centered nature—which
constantly tries to be its own god—is put
to death.We are reborn with the very life of
God. Scripture reminds us that the mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the
mind governed by the Spirit is life and
peace. Instead of letting our minds be
consumed by thousands of anxious
thoughts from sunrise to sunset, we must
consciously fix our gaze on Christ and the
truth  of what He has already
accomplished.

Joseph suffered years of betrayal, false
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accusations, and wrongful
imprisonment, but through these fiery
trials, his 'old self" died. When he
reunited with his brothers, he did not
react impulsively from resentment or
bitterness, but functioned through the
wisdom given by God which led his
brothers to experience true repentance
and grace.

This is the call for every believer.
When we insist on solving problems
through our own wisdom, willpower, or
emotion, we block the work of Christ
within us. But if we stop trying to force
solutions through our own strength by
"dying daily'=to our prejudices, fears,
and need to control—and surrender
completely, the life of Christ flows freely
through us. A hardened spouse, a
wayward child, a difficult coworker:
none of these are beyond His reach
when we get out of the way. The
evidence of a surrendered life is
profound internal peace, which becomes
the very way through which the Holy
Spirit moves to soften and change the
hearts of those around us. The old
patterns of worry lose their grip, because
that anxious ‘old self” no longer has the
final word. Christ in us becomes
responsible for the resolution, and what
remains is peace, not because the
problem disappeared, but because it
now belongs to Him.

Finally, just as Joseph was sent
ahead to save his whole family, God
places each of us in our homes,
workplaces, and communities as vessels
through whom Christ continues His
work. May we “die daily” and surrender
ourselves so Christ can live through us
and we become open channels of His
grace, transforming our families,
workplaces, and communities.
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